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Jo the Honourable od 


ir Joun PO WELL, K. 
One of Her MajzsTY's Juſtices 
of the Queen's-Bench. _ 


Sr R, 


FTE R I had reſolved with my 
[RA ſelf upon the Publiſhing theſe Pa- 
| pers, I ſoon determined, that there 
as no-body to whom I could ſo properly 


nd them as to Your Self. The Part 


ou had in this Cauſe as Judge; The Part 


Lou were made to bear by the Inſolence of 


ole, who not ſatisfied with Your Conduct 
this Matter, endeavour'd to poſſeſs the 
orld with an Opinion, that Vour Unwil- 
ngneſs to come into their Meaſures, pro- 
e Power 
of 


zeded rather from a Disbelief of the 


E 
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tend to any. 
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DEDICATION. 


of Inviſeble Beings, than from any Defici 
ency.in the Evidence of this particular Caſe 
ſeem to give You more than a Commonf 
Intereſt in every Thing that has a Teng 
dency towards clearing up the Darkneſs 
in. which Things of this Nature are in 
yolved. / kb | I 
There has been nothing, Sir, more inf 
vidiouſly urged againſt You, than the Free: 
dom with which You uſed the Cler2ymenf 
who were concerned in the I ryal ; and tha 
Common-Prayer, which was made to be anf 
Evidence on the ſame Side. I am not aff 
unconcerned for the Credit of thoſe Gentle1 


men, the Dignity of their Order, or forf 


the Excellent Offices of our Church, as to 
compliment You at the Expence of any of 
them. But when I conſider what unrea 
ſonable Influence the Opinions of theld] 
Perſons, and the Reverence for the Prayer 
Church had upon the Minds of th 
Jury; and conſequently upon the Liſe tha 
was at ſtake; it ſufficiently juſtifies to me 
Your endeavouring ta leflen the Aut borii 
of both, in a Caſe where neither could pref 


1 way 


OJ 


DEDICATION. 

J was ſecretly: concerned to obſerye, 
how eafily Men are led into fond and ill- 
grounded Notions, and how faſt the 
ſuperſtitious Fears of 1gnorant Men begart 
to revive upon this Occation : And belie- 


ving my ſelf able to otier ſomething which 
might help to rectify theſe Miſtakes, I 


fici. 
aſeff 
noni 
[en] 
nels] 
in 


in thought 1 could not better employ a few 
reeW vacant Hours than to this Purpoſe. I 
= have endeavoured, Sir, to do Juſtice to 
thel 


Your Judgment; and I do not deſpair, but 
that whoever reads over the Whole, fairly, 
and without Prejudice, will be fo far from 


ule charging You with too much Remiſneſs, 
to that, on the other hand, he will find ſuffi- 
s 10 cient Reaſon to admire Your great Caution 
oz and Temderneſs, which would not permit 
real You to give up, even a wretched Life, to 
nel the importunate Fears and Apprehenſions 
5 of the Conntry. 
* [ dare not, Sir, preſume to claim to my 
a 


ſelf, any Merit from this mean Perfor- 
mance ; nor think that I have contributed 
any thing towards the maintaining Your 
Credit among thoſe, who are proper | =—_ 

| 4 


. DEDICATION. 
of what is truly Valuable. Your Integrity 
and Wiſdom ; Your profound Skill in the 
Laws of our Kingdom, and Your ſteady 
Zeal for our Church, are, lam ſenſible, ſo well 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt thoſe who have the Ho- 
nour to know You, that they ſtand in no 
need of ſo weak a Support as this. All 
that I can hope for, 1s, to cool a little the 
Ferment that has been raiſed upon this 
Occafion, and to give You ſome ſmall 
Aſſurance that 


TY bY 
9 6 'S — \ Dy 


I am, Sr, 


Tour moſt obedient and 


humble Servant. 


| | | 
p * „ne 
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| Lthough it is no uncommon thing to appear in 
Publick without Ceremony, yet the Nature of 

\ this Perfomance is ſuch, that 1 cannot bat 
be ſenſible how great occaſion there is for an 


Aiology. y 
= There are ſeveral Sorts of Men, who it is likely 
will expect that I ſhould render ſome account of the 
Reaſons, which induced me to enter upon this Subject. 
The Firſt are thoſe who have a very mean Opinion of 
his Story of Witchcraft ; theſe perhaps will be apt 
ee think that I had little to do my ſelf, and that I ima- 
eined others to have as little, that 1 could deſcend ſo 
low as to examine a Caſe, which is ſo apparently Ri- 
diculous, as to be beneath the Thoughts of any, but I- 
norant and Superſtitious Men. Now with relation to 
theſe I muſt beg leave to reply. un 

_ Firſt, That this Story is not ſo apparently Ridli- 
culous as may be imagined. Some of the Occurrences 
therein mentioned are undoubtedly true: Others, tho 
= perhaps falſe, do yet carry with them a great Shew of 
= Credibility ; and as to thoſe Conſequences which have 
been drawn from them; although indeed they do not 


come 


a | —_ 
ii The PREFACE. 
come up to what has been pretended, yet there are ſe. 
veral things in theſe Accounts ſeemingly ſo ſtrange 
and wonderful, as makes them in my Judgment, not 
wholly undeſerving the conſideration of a Wiſe Man. 
It is certain, that how frivolous ſoever theſe things 
may appear in the Eyes of thoſe who ſee them at a 
diſtance, they have yet been far otherwiſe eſteem'd 
of by,thaſe who are nearer to the Scene of their Tranſ- 
[x action; inſomuch that they have been a flanding Topick 
= of Diſcourſe, not only amongſt the Ignorant and Ilite- 
| rate, but even amongſt the wiſer and more refined ſort 
of People, in that Coruer, almoſt ever fince the Day 
wherein they happened. And indeed, when not only ii 
the Credit of a Man of a conſiderable: Station and 
x Character in the World, ſeemed hereby to be ſtruck at, 
| but alſo the Life of perbaps, an innocent Perſon was in 
imminent danger, it is methinks a thing very excuſa- 
le in any one to take theſe Matters into ſober and 

ſerious Conſideration. 
But whatever becomes of this particular Story of | 
Jane Wenham, #t will, I conceive, be thought a mat- 
ter of no ſmall concern, to know in general, what are | 
the true aud diſtinguiſhing Characters of a Witch, and 
what Proofs are ſufficient to ſupport a Charge of Witch- | 
craft againſt any one. when brought to a Legal Tryal. 
Aud this, I hope, may. afford me a Second Plea, to 
urge in defence of my Publiſhing theſe Papers. For 
althaugh I do not pretend to have brought this Point 1. 
4 ſſull and pofitive Determination, (this being not my 
'bufineſs at this time) yet I flatter my ſelf thus far, 
Yhat the Reader may find ſeveral Obſervations here, 
avbich.may not be altogether uſeleſs to thoſe who would 
think rightly of theſe Matters; and that thoſe — 
J*ILY}J — G anc [4 


Ther REHFAGE. Ji 
hun it moy be: tobe concerned. as Jury: men, in ſuch 
ufer as theſe; may. ſee, bam hard (L had alm ſaid 
poſſible) it is to convilt a Witth ;, aud thereby, be 
„bed, how cautions and circumſpeld they ought to, A. 
% at any time they ſhould incur the Guilt of con- 
demning innocent Blood. ine Gas 
If \theſe rude Strokes which I haue drawn may. le an 
Encouragement to thoſe who have greater Abilities to 
cu this Subject with more Exatineſs,. I preſume 
te- + would be an Attempt not wholly, unſerviceable. . Fur 
it is a very melancholly thing to conſider, what odd Na- 
ons the generality of Mankind have concerning things 
F this Nature; and with how little Judgment they d- 
bange themſelves when they are called to giue their 
22 concerning them. Age, Poverty, ad 4 
erverſe Temper of Mind, are the three pringipal 
- Wnoredients which enter into the Compeſition of a, Mor 
ern Witch. One under theſe. Circumſtances. fills the 
e Pariſh where ſbe lives with.a.thwſand extravas 
„e Fancies and terrifying Dreams. + i. any ones Gats 
- + happen to dye (as they call it) ſtrangely: ; if a 
ve chances to be fick of ſome uncommon Diſtem nan 
wa Word, if any thing falls out which they cavnot 
ive a good account of, preſently there is. Witcheraftak 
be Cafe, and they are for hanging or burning the near 
reich who has the misfortune. tobe ſuſpelted. I 
eur, I think, bom neceſſary it is, as well, that Page 
Me ſhould be better informed, as\that they ought n 
er to be encouraged in theſe Extravagancies; far it, 
Hard to ſay where: the Miſchief will end, if this 
umour be once indulged. and how many will daily he 
pprehended and brought to Tryal,. upon ſuſpicion of 
wa ug, (b) As 


iv The PREFACE. 
' As to thoſe who are determined with themſelves 1 
eonfider all things of this Kind, as mere Figments, or 
Impoſtures, they doubtleſs will eſteem it as an Argu- 
ment of great Weakneſs and Credulity in me, that 1 
could think it worth my while, to take ſuch pains in 
examining the particular Inſtance before me. If theſe 
therefore ſhould expect an Apology, all that I ba 
ſay is, that it would be an Argument of far greater 
weakneſs in me to attempt to comvince them of ſuch 
things as they are reſolved never to beleive. Neither 
indeed is it my buſineſs to ſhew the Reality of the Ex- 
iſtence of Evil Spirits, and of their Intercourſe with 
Mankind ; and therefore if there be any who defire to 
be «+ ſatisfy 'd herein, I ſhall referr them to thiſe 'who i 
have profeſſedly treated upon this Subj ell. 2 
But there are yet another ſort of Men to whom I i 
think my felf obliged to ſay a Word or Tuo; andthey i 
are thoſe who look upon the Being of Witches of ſuch i 
Concernment in Religion, that whatſoever has any ten- 
dency'to deſtroy the belief of that, muſt of neceſſity 
weaken the other. The Notion which theſe Men go iſ 
upon ſeems to be this. That the Exiſtence as well of 
ER in general, as of Evil Spirits in particular, 
being of ſuch Importance to be believed, and Witeh- 
craft being as they ſuppoſe ſo evident ny ſenfible a 
Demonſtration of both, it ſeems that any Attempts 
made againſt the Latter, is endeauouring to rob Reli- 
Lion, of one confiderable Guard which ſhould ſecure it | 
againſt the Attempts of prophane and licentious Men. | 
This they will tell us is one of the Out- 

Mr. Glan- works of our Faith, aud that when auc | 
ville. a Breach is made dere, Religion will loſe 
ground apace, and Atheiſm come on by 

larger 


r 


The PREFACE. v 
rger Strides: That when once Men come to de- 
y there are SPIRITS, or WITCHES, it 
& a fair Step and Introduction to ſay, THERE 
1 S NO GOD. | | | 
= 1hether this be 2 juſt way of Reaſoning , I ſball 


ſe Ne undertake to determine; tho I muſt needs ſay, that 
1e Religion ſtands upon a far more Solid and Laſt- 
er 7 2 it looks a little prepoſterous, to fee 
ch Wen inſiſting upon this, with ſo much Heat and Fa- 


| 4 Wrnc/s. And therefore, all the Return I have to make 
= thoſe who may think fit to urge this Objeition againſt 


T7 e, ts, That they are all this while ſpeaking to a wrong 
to Ma. I am far from attempting to break in upon the 
ho Wurworks of Religion, (if Witchcraft muſt be cal- 


%) or to invalidate the Force even of the weakeſt 
Fr gument it has to ſupport it ſelf withal. I deny 
cy Wether the Being of Spirits, nor the Being of Witches, 
Wt will allow both the one and the other all the Cre- 
t and Authority they can reaſonably pretend to. 
then, I deſire to be excuſed, if I cannot give my 
ſent to every idle Story, and believe that to be an 
Vance of Witchcraft, which whimſical and credulous 
ole ſhall affirm to be ſuch. 
Ae N ſoever the Belief of Witches may 
= /2pos'd to be, I imagine, it will receive but little 
nation from this particular Story; fince both 
Has themſelves, as well as the Concluſions which 


it Woe been drawn from them , are ſuch as (I fancy) 
1. “ not find an eaſy Admittance with Men of Thought 
t- N Conſideration. And therefore, J hope I ſhall not 
ce N med, for endeavouring to ſhow the Vanity of an 
ſe Wu ment, which, if inſiſted up n, would ( inſtead of 
y WW" 's Men over to this Opinion) expoſe it to the 
. Cen- 


vi The PREFACE. 
Contempt and Scorn of all thoſe ; who are not diſpoſel 
tu believe every thing that is told them, F 


„ eee ; 
This is all the Apology that I ſhall make in Defence i 
of. my [elf. If any. one now ſhould be defirous to ſcarch 
bo the Bottom of this whale Stary, and have fo litt 
to do, 4 to lvoſ into theſe Papers, 1 do not wholly de. 
Hair of his reaping ſome ſmall Satisfaction from th: 
Peruſal of them. If my Judgment has not been def. 
cient, the Advantages which I have had above ſon: 
othexs that have wrote on the ſame Side, cannot fail 
of Recommending. this Performance: Por it has bee» 
my Fortune. to be placed but a very few Miles diſtan 
from the Pariſh wbere theſe Things were tranſatted; 
which, as it cauld not but put me upon taking them in. 
to more ſerious Examination, ſo it has given me a1 
Opportunity of Informing, my ſelf in ſome materia 
Circumſtances, which (it may be preſumed ) thief 
who were more remote could not be ſo well acquainted 


a \ | 
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The Caſe of the Hertfordſhire 
 Writcheraft conſiderd, &e. 


defi 

(om: 13707 

fail F T E R the great Duſt that has of late been 

beef raiſed by the pretended Witchcraft of Jane 
Wenham , the Reader will not, I conceive, 


be ſurprized to find me enquiring into a Sto- 


ry of ſo peculiar a Nature. 
I have been for a long time very Curious to know 


n the Truth of thoſe many Reports, that have been 
ria raiſed upon that Subje& ; and was glad at length to 
%% find, that we were not left wholly to rely upon the 

Authority of the credulous and unthinking Multitude; 


being very ſenſible how many Circumſtances: of Im- 
portance might by that means very eaſily have been 
loſt in the carrying, how many more forg'd and in- 
vented , or taken up without a ſufficient Examination 
of the Grounds upon which they ftand. = 

I have read over Mr. Bragge's Narrative, and I think 
with that Care and Application that is requiſite,” in 
order to diſcover, as well the Credibility of the Mat- 
ters themſelves, as alſo the Foundation that is in them 
to ſupport that Charge of Witchcraft which has been 
fixed upon this Fane Wenham ; but after all the Care 
and Pains that I have taken to ſatisfy my ſelf, the Stor 
ry does not ſeem ſo clear to me, as to admit of ng 
Scruple. Many Things there are, which are not ſg 
plainly prov'd as could be wiſh'd ; many taken up up- 
on little or no Foundation; and all of them, tho ne- 
ver ſo certain in mo" „do yer ſeem to have, 97 


(23) | 


little Force, with regard to the Proof of thoſe Thing; | 


to which they have been apply'd. 
So that notwithſtanding all that this Author has at. 


tempted, in order to convince the World of the itch. 
craft of this Woman, IT am (for my own part) very 
much in the dark concerning it: I ſee no Foundation 


= 


for his Aſſurance; and find my felf ſtill (as to thoſe 
Matters) in the ſame Degree of Scepticiſm as I was 
before. - 

It is not, in the mean time, the Deſign of theſe Pa- 
pers, in the leaſt to oppoſe the Poflibility of the Be- 
ing of Witches in General. So far I am from that, 
that T am very inclinable to believe, there may be 
ſuch Perſons in the World. I will not pretend to de- 
termine the Extent of the Devil's Power over us; gor 
to ſay how far it is poſſible, or not poſſible, for any 
one to maintain a Correſpondence and Familiarity 


with him. My Buſineſs is only to examine into the 
particular Caſe before us, in order to ſatisfy my ſelf i 
how far Mr. Bragge has made out the Thing he pre- 
tends to prove; wiz. That Jane ham 7s guilty “ 


that Witchcraft which has been charg d "upon her. 


This is, in ſhort, the whole Deſign of the follow- 1 


ing Enquiry ; in which I ſhall endeavour to proceed as 
clearly and fairly as. may be. Whatever occurs in his 
Narrative that is material, ſhall be conſider'd ; what- 


ever is atteſted by ſufficient Evidence, ſhall be admit- ? 1 


ted; and whatever Force it has to prove the Matter 
now in Debate, ſhall be readily granted. In a. word, 
The Reader may expect to meet with all that Fairneſs 
and Impartiality , that may be thought reaſonable in 
one, who deſires only to be well inform'd, and who de- 
ſigns freely to give up, upon juſt and reaſonable Grounds 
of Conviction. | 

But before I enter upon this Buſineſs, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to take notice, That here are Two Queſtion: 
which ought to be carefully diſtinguiſhed. The Firſt 
is, Whether theſe Matters of Fact, as they — re- 
8 | atea, 
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(43) 
ated, do argue any thing really preternatural ; or where- 
„ the Aſſiſtance of ſome Evil Spirit « neceſſarily required? 
WT he other; Whether or no, this being granted, there 
e ſufficient Reaſon to conclude, That Jane Wenharn s ' 
8: 2 concerned in the Caſe? Theſe Two Queſtions, I 
„, muſt be diſtinguiſhed ; becauſe they are really 
Wcry different from each other. For it does by no 
eans follow, That becauſe Aune Thorn, or Anne Street, 
Have done and ſuffered ſtrange Things by the Power 
Ind Malice of the Devil, that therefore Fane Wenbam 
Was been employ'd by the Devil, as an Inſtrument in 
SWheſe Matters. | 
Another Thing which I ſhall here once for all ac- 
Huaint the Reader with, is, That in ſearching out the 
Arrch of theſe Relations, I ſhall make no manner of 
Account of the Teſtimonies of Matthew Gilſton, Anne 
Vorn, or Anne Street, any further than as they come 
Hack'd and confirm'd with Authority of indifferent and 
redible Witneſſes: And for this, I think, there is the 
preateſt Reaſon in the World. For, in the firſt place, 
Fheſe are the Peffons principally concern'd in this 
Witchcraft, and therefore if there be any Deſign of Cbeat 


n them. And then beſides, the Two latter are evi- 
Nently very much 1 in their Imaginations, (tis no 

atter how) and for that Reaſon, I think, there can 
but little Credit be given to what they ſay , eſpecially 
o what they relate as done whilſt their Fits were upon 
em. This therefore is but a reaſonable and neceſſary 
cruple; and which, if Mr. Bragge had well conſi- 
der'd of before-hand, might have made him more cau- 
tious in this Account which he has given us : For I 
find, there are many Facts, and Hoſe of Conſe- 
quence too, which he has relared as undoubted Truths, 
and for no other Reaſon that I can find, but becauſe 
they told him fo. 


A 2 Theſe 


r Impſture, it can no where be ſo much ſuſpeRed as „ ö &. 


going to or from Munders-bill? And did they know what i 


this to be true, I do nat ſee what Proof he will be able 
For, may not an Old Woman ask a Boy for Straw ? 


(43 
Fheſe things being briefly premiſed, I come now to 

examine a little into the Matters contained in this Nar- Wl 

rative. In the doing which, I ſhall follow them (as near Wi 

as I can) in the ſame Order in which they ſtand, tho 

I-ſhall not trouble my ſelf to tranſcribe the entire Stories, 

defiring my Reader to lay Mr. Bragge's Papers before 
im, and to have recourſe to them as often as occaſion 
all require. 188 


The firſt Story is that of Marthew Gilſton, who, it i 
ſeems, was ſent by this Fane Wenham to Munders-bill tor i 
a Pennyworth of Straw, &c, ' Now here, in the ſirſt 
place, I would deſire to know what Certainty we have Wl 
af the Matters contained in this Relation? Did any i 
one {ce this Old Woman that came to him at the Barn: i 
door? Did they hear her ask him for a Pennyworth o 
Straw ? Further; Did any one ſee this Boy at Munde. 
h;l1? Did they fee him come home with Straw in hi: Wl 
Shirt? I cannot find any Anſwer to theſe materia 

Qiueſtions. We are told indeed, * That /om: | 
* Diſcovery, . Perſons ſaw this Matthew Gilſton running 1. 
P- 2% on this Fool's Errand : But who were theſe. Per. 
ſions, and when did-they ſee him? Were WM 
they Perſons of Honeſty and Credit? Did they ſee him 


4 


was the Occaſion of his going? All theſe things are very 
material Points, and ould have been clearly made — H 
had Mr. Bragge a mind that any one ſhould have believed 
this Story beſides himſelf: And therefore becauſe he has 
given us no manner of Account of theſe Matters, 
I think. we have reaſon to conclude, either that he 

could not; or elſe that he has not been ſo exact in his 

Relation as he ought to have been. But admitting all WW 


| 


to draw from hence, to ſupport his pretended Wit chere, 
May 


43 
1y not this Boy refuſe to give it? And may he not 
Werwards run away from his Work, and all this with- 
Wc Conjuration ? But why, you will ſay, to Munders-hill ? 
Wy, ro ſtuff his Shirt with Straw ? Why to run through 
ers, Dicches, and all that comes in his way? What 
Count can be given of all theſe odd and extravagant 
Shinſfics? Why truly, I muſt ſay, no very good one, that 
an ſee. The Story is, I muſt own, odd enough; but I 
nk it does not immediately follow, that all this cannot 
one without Witcheraft. Cannot a filly, idle Boy, grow 
, and have Tricks in his Head, without being be- 
aden to the Devil for his aſſiſtance? If all the feakifh 
gc that Boys play muſt be aſcribed to Sorcery, there 
i never be wanting Materials, to furniſh out as many 
oke of Miteberaft, as Mr. Bragge, has Leiſure and In- 
ation to write, | 


ut let vs give the Devil his due, if this be ſo, and 
i; opoſe for once that it was all his Roguery ; how is 
a enhor all this while any way concerned in this 
lation? A poor Old Woman asks 2 Boy for Straw 
WW Boy denies her, and immediately after the Devil 
g fo we are now taught to ſuppoſe) ſeizes him; there- 
Jane Henbam has betwitched him. A very pithy- 
aument this indeed! But pray, where is the Con- 
oon of chis Reaſoning? Does the Boy ſo much as. 
os that it was Jane Menbam that asked him for Straw?! 
fays no ſuch thing, but only in general Terms that 
aas a» Old Woman. But granting that this Old Woman 
= 7-1: Henbam; does it therefore follow that ſhe was 
2 Occafion of his Running? IT would fain know from 
r. Bragge, by what Rules of Logick this Argument can 
made good; and ſhould think my ſelf very much ob- 
ted to him, if in the next Edition of his Narrative he 
puld reduce it into the Form of Syllogiſm. 


But 
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7 in the next Relation. Anne Thorne, a Young Woman 
your on % of about 16 Years, has a Fancy to run for Sticks, as the 


any . 
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brow, be DAVE been ſo curious unleſs he had ſome other Reaſon 


a 


er of Witberaft. 
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But perhaps we may meet with better Luck than this 


other had for Straw : But here, it ſeems, the Devil is a 
little modeſt, and contents himſelf with Stripping her 
of her Gown. and Apron only. However, ſhe runs, it 
ſeems, half a Mile right out, and in the ſpace of 6 or 7 
Minutes brings home a Bundle; and all this too when 
her Knee was juſt Sett, having, it ſeems, been lately put 
out. But here again we find many things wanting, 
which are too material not to have been enquired into, | 
or if known, not to have been related. Mr. Bragg 
tells us, that ſhe run a Mile in the Space of about Se- 
ven Minutes. But how does this appear? Did Mr. 
Gardiner compute the time by his Clock or Watch ? 3The 
Story does not ſay he did, and I am very apt to think 
he did not ; for he having no ſuſpicion before- hand of 
Anne Thorn's running for Sticks, it is not likely he ſhould 


for it. Well then, did he ſpeak by gueſs only, or ar- 
cording to the beſt of his Fudgment ? Tf that be the Caſe 
(as ſeems to me moſt — I do not well ſee how Mr. 
Gardiner, or any one elſe under thoſe Circumſtances, 
could be ſo exact as to aſcertain the time that had paſs4 
to Six or Seven Minutes. Mr. Gardiner was in the Par- 
lour converſing with his Wife and Friend, for which 
reaſon. it is natural enough to ſuppoſe, that he could 
not be ſo accurate as to point of Time, but that Six or 
Seven Minutes mom might ſlip away without his obſer- 
vation. Now Six or Seven Minutes, through a very 
ſmall miſtake in Mr. Gardiner, will make very conſide- 
rable alterarion in the preſent Caſe ; for this being once 
ſuppoſed, the time in which Anne Thorn run this Mile 
will amount to very near a quarter of an Hour, and 
then her running will (inſtead of Eight) be at the Rate 
of about Four Mile an Hour : a Swiftneſs which 1 
think may very well be accounted for without the Pow- 


But 


(7) 
ut to go on, How are we aſſured that this Maid run 
« far as Hackney- Lane? Did any Body ſee her at the Place 
here ſhe is ſaid to have gathered the Sticks? I can- 
ot find by any thing here related that they did. All 
at we are told is, That Two of John Chapman's 
en ſaw her running that way up the Hill, but it is P. g. 
ot ſaid how far the Tree where ſhe had the 
ticks, is from that Place where theſe Men ſaw her; fo 
at for any thing we are told to the : contrary, the 
WW irl might not be above half way to the Place where 
We is ſaid to have got her Sticks, and might ſoon after 
ather them up and come running back again: And if 
is be true,then this wonderful Story will ſtill admit of 
more eaſy Solution. All theſe Circumſtances there- 
re Mr. Bragge ought well to have examined into, and 
articularly ſpecify'd in his Narrative. It is not gueſling 
r talking at random that can do the Buſineſs. Theſe 
re Points very material ; and the unaccountableneſs of 
Dee whole Story (and conſequently the Witchcraft) 
- Woes abſolutely depend upon them. But this is not the 
ſe Woly Inſtance we have of this Author's Exactneſs. 
r. But becauſe it is neceſſary not to inſiſt with him too 
uch upon Niceties, put theCaſe that, Anne Thorn didrea'= 
run juſt ſo far,and in juſt the ſame time that he would 
ave it to be, I do not yet after all this ſee how it 
oves the thing, he would infer from it; It is no ſuch 
14 {Wonderful thing for one to run Eight Miles in an Hour, 
or Mat we muſt needs call in the Devil to his aſſiſtance. 
ow many are there that can run (I ſpeak modeſtly) 
ry ine or Ten? Bur to deal ingeniouſly ; I am not very 
drward to think Anne Thorn is ſo nimble a Racer? But 
en it deſerves, I think, to be conſidered, whether or 
o her Diftemper or Fits (whatever you will call it) 
light not furniſh her with ſuch Powers and Abilities 
ate Nature had refuſed to give her. It would be a thing 
| [Þcredible, had we not daily Inſtances of it before our 
my ves, how much the Muſcular Force may be increa- 
d by Nervous Diſorders, What a prodigious ſtrengch 


But | do 


($8) 
do we ſee in diſtracted Perſons ? How common is it f 
weak and helpleſs Women, when in an Hyſterical Fi 
to exert themſelves in ſuch violent Struglings, as thi 
Three or Four ftout Men ſhall hardly be able to 
ſtrain them ? Theſe are Obſervations which no bod 
can be a Stranger to, and which are not ſo vaſtly d 
ſtant from this preſent Caſe, as may perhaps be im 
gined. For what is Running, T would know, but 
ſwift and violent motion (principally) of the low 
Limbs ? And how is this done but by the force of i 
Muſcles that actuate thoſe Parts? Tf therefore li 
ſtrength of any other part may be ſo much augment; 
by a Natural Diſtemper, as we have befqre obſeryel 
why may not the Tame be ſaid of thoſe whereof u 
are now ſpeaking, ſo that a Perſon who can in a. Nati 
ral State run not above Two Miles an Hour, may, h 
an increaſe of the Muſcular Force, in a Double, Treble 
or Quadruple Proportion, be enabled to run Four, Sir 
or Eight. This is a very natural and eaſy Suppoſition 
neither do we want an Inſtance to confirm it, if thi 
Reader will credit an Account lately given me by 
Perſon of great Worth and Integriry, viz, Of a Boy 
who ran with a prodigious Swiftneſs, from no oth 
evident Cauſe but a Diſtemper of this Nature. 
But I foreſee that it may here be objected, that 4 
Thorn's Knee having been ſo lately put out, it ſee 
impoſſible, that that part ſhould have been capable 
ſo violent a Motion, how much ſoever the movin 
force may be ſuppos'd to have been increaſed. Vein 
like ſo! But I am not fo eaſily fatisfy'd, that her Kn 
was ever out at all; and am inclined rather to beliz 
that it was no more than Strained. Mr. Bragge indes 
has at the end of his Narrative given us a Certifica 
from one William Green, whom he is pleaſed to call n 
Surgeon that ſet Anne Thorn's Knee, which tells us thihe 
it was really out of Joint. But who is this William Gra 
who atteſts this? By Mr. Bragg's calling him a Surge 
the Reader may perhaps look upon him as _ con 
| | era» 
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>rable Body ; that me has ſerved Seven Years at St, 


rg... Hoſpital, and underſtands what he pretends to 
thy well. But it is very fit he ſhould be inform'd here, 
| lat he is an ignorant Pretender; one who does not un- 
0088. 2nd the Buſineſs of Chirurgery half ſo well as he 
es Farming, which I am told is his proper Employ- 


ent. 
I my ſelf can give the Reader one Specimen of his 


:traordinary Judgment, in the Caſe of a Gentleman 
rho had the Misfortune to diſlocate his Collar-bone ; and 
Itho' the Diſlocation was ſo viſible, that any one 
ight diſcern it; yet this wiſe Son of Apollo could ne- 
er be perſuaded that it was ſo, till it was too late to 
educe it; ſo that the Bone is out of Joint to this Day. 
o- he that could be deceived in ſuch an Inftance as 
hat, and ſay that the Bone was not out, when. it ſo 
pparently was, may (Ithink) as eaſily be deceiv'd in this; 
ad ſay that Anne Thorne's Knee was out, when really 
was not. But there is one Circumſtance in this 
ery Story, which is Demonſtration to me, that Anne 
bornes Knce was not really out of Joynt. Mr. Green 
ells us, that after he had ſet this Knee, Anne Thorne 
as very lame, and not able to walk: And yet 
Irs. Gardiner, but the very next Morning, P. 5. 
ould think her well enough to go to a Neigbbour's 
ouſe to fetch Peaſe. This ſhows then, that by the next 
orning ſhe was able to go tolerably well; for other- 
vile I do not think Mrs. Gardiner would have been fo 
inreaſonable as to have put her upon it. But was it 
ver yet heard of, that a Perſon who had diſlocated her 
nee, ſhould be able to go of ſuch an Errand, when 
t had been ſet at moſt but 24 Hours before? I have 
alk d with ſome who are good Judges of this Matter, 
nd they all agree, That had the Caſe been really fo, 
e would not by that time have been able ſo much as 
o have ſet her Foot upon the Ground; and that Peo- 
ple under thoſe Circumſtances, are not able to walk 
der 6, 8, or 10 Days Confinsment, If Mr. Bragge 
| B ſhould 


: » 
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„„ 
ſhould pretend that ſhe went for theſe Peaſe too, by the i 
Power and Aſſiſtance of the Devil; I muſt confeſs, 1M 
know not well how I ſhould be able to diſprove that. Wil 
But he muſt be very cautious of ſaying this, leſt he 
makes Mrs. Gardiner a Witch, as well as Jane Wen 
bam. + 
But it may be urged further; That granting it to be] 
true that her Knee was no more than #rained, yet that 
even then it ſeems very unlikely, that ſhe ſhould be ca- 
pable of running ſo ſoon ; becauſe of the violent Pain, 
which would neceſſarily have attended ſuch a Motion, 
But I anſwer; That the Diſorder which Anne Thorn 
was under from the Fit which was then upon her, might 
ſo far divert and fix her Thoughts at that time, as tq; ren. 
der her wholly inſenſible of any Pain, or at leaſt ſtu- 
pify her ſo much, as to make her not unwilliing to com. 
ply with that Humour of Running. It is what we ſee in} 
many Inſtances, That when the Mind is deeply engaglÞl 
upon one particular Object, the Senſes are as it were 
bound up, and the Exerciſes of their reſpective 
Faculties ſuſpended for ſome time. But to what 
purpoſe , you will ſay, ſhould ſhe run; or what 
ſhould move her to this extravagant Whimſy ?. Why ſhe 
her ſelf has given us a very good Account of that. Sk 
found, ſhe ſays, a Roaming in her Head, and ſhe thought ſbef 
muſt of Neceſſity run ſomewhere. That is to ſay, She was 
a little beſides her ſelf ; her Thoughts were unſettled, 
her Imagination diſturb'd, and fo ſhe runs a Gaddingf 
as other diſtracted Folks are wont to do, ſhe knowl 
neither for what, nor where. I am very confident, the 
Reader will not think it an Objection againſt me, that 
I cannot give a preciſe Account of every Whim , that] 
comes in the Heads of Vapour d and Brainſick Wenches | 
for theſe not proceeding from any Principle of Reaſon, 
are not therefore the Subject of Rational Enquiry. 8 

—— Quæ res 
Nec madum habet neq; — ratione modoq; 
Tractari non vult. — fays Horace. | 


—— 
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and 
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1 therefore he very handſomely expoſes the Folly 
attempting to bring ſuch things as theſe to any cer- 
Win Rule or Meaſure, 


1at, — Hec ſi 

be Mobila & circa fluttantia Sorte pararet 

en. Reddere certa ſibi, nihilo plus explicet ac ſi 
Inſanire paret, certa Rat ione modoque. 

be! | Horat. Sat. 2. 

hat 


We have now conſidered this Story as to the Truth of 
is Fact, and alſo how far it is an Argument of ſome- 
hing Preternatural. The Deficiencies are ſo very re- 
arkable with reſpect to both, that the Reader can- 
ot but have obſerved them. Let us now conſider how 
ar, ſuppoſing this to be Diabolical, Fane Wenham is 
oncerned in it. With relation to this we are told, 
hat when Anne Thorn was got as far as Hackney-Lane, 
he ſaw a little Old Woman muffled up in a Riding- p 
od, ho ask'd ber whither ſhe was going, &c. But 45 
hy does Mr. Bragge tell us all this? Why! For no 
other Reaſon that I can ſee, but becauſe Anne Thorne has 
old him ſo. But I have before obſerved, that what ſhe 
ays is not in the leaſt to be depended upon. Mr. Bragge 
pppeals to Two of Fobn Chapman's Men for the Truth of 
his whole Story ; but very unreaſonably : For after 
inne Thorn was got paſt them, as they were going down 
the Hill they ſaw no more of her, and conſequently 
an be no Evidence for what paſſed afterwards ; ſo that 
might, notwithſtanding any thing that Fobn Chap- 
ps Men have affirm'd, be only the Suppoſition of a 
wild Fancy. And ſo indeed I am apt to think it was: 
For a little while after, we find this poor Wretch with 
Mr. Chauncy and Thomas Ireland at her Heels, running 
again upon the ſame Errand. Here again when 
ſhe comes home ſhe tells the ſame Story of the P. 8. 
old Woman; but neither of the other Two that 

I can find ſay any thing at all of her. They ſaw in- 
B 2 deed 


fi 


aq 


. 
Bis, 
deed Anne Thorn put forth her Hand towards the Hedge 


as if ſhe reached for ſomething ; but ſo ſhe might very 
well, and at the ſame time neither ſee nor take any 


thing but the Sticks which ſhe was gathering. It may 
be ſaid perhaps, that this Old Woman being behind 
the Hedge it might not be poſſible for either of the: 8 


Two Perſons to ſee her, they themſelves being like. 
wiſe behind the Hedge (as we are left to gueſs) on the 
other ſide, of the Way. Bu. it is here very wonderful 


to me, that our noble Knight-Errant, who upon all) 
other Occaſions ſhew'd himſelf ſo reſolutely brave, dil 
not now. ſpring forth out of his Ambuſcade, and en- 
deavour to ſeize this Hag of an Enchantreſs. Surely, f 
had I been he, when I ſaw Anne Thorn putting forth | 
her Hand as if ſhe reach'd for ſomething, I would for 
once have ventur'd my Carcaſs, and ſeen whetheg, any 
Body had been to be found behind the Hedge or not, | 


But after all, notwithſtanding it is poſſible that this Old 


Woman might have been hid behind the Hedge, this | 


will do Mr. Bragge no great ſervice. For here it ſeems 


was ſomething (aid by this Old Woman to Anne Thorn, vis. 


That ſhe need not come any more for Sticks. Very ſtrange 


That an Old Woman ſhould come and ralk to this Girl, } 


and no Body ſo much as ſee or hear any thing of her, 


when the, Girl was at the ſame time under guard of } 
Two Men, who had followed her cloſe at the Heels to | 


keep her from doing her ſelf any miſchief.In ſhort, Mr. 


Bragge has given us no manner of reaſon to think, 
that there was any Old Woman at all ſeen by Ame | 
Thorn : It was therefore probably a pure Whim, and 


Figment, of a wild and diſtracted Imagination, without 
any manner of truth or reality in it. 
Bur ſuppoſing here for once, that this was more than 


bare Deluſion ; Who was this Old Woman, I would 
fain know, who was behind the Hedge? Does Ann || 
Thorn ſay that it was Fane Wenham ? She ſays no ſuch | 


thing that I can find, but only with Matthew Gilfton if 


that it was an Old Woman; but ſhe knows not who. 
| Further 


e. 
7 rther yet, ſuppoſing it were Jane Wenham, how does 
fem hence appear that ſhe was any ways inſtrumen- 
ny! in ſending her upon this fooliſh Errand ? Might not 
„„ Herbam meet her accidentally in that place? 
nl as ic not natural enough for her, ſeeing the Wench 
e ſuch violent haſte, to ask her whither ſhe was going? 
c- Wight ſhe nor, being perhaps accuſtomed to Hedge» 
reaking her ſelf, be able to inform her, that there 
ere no Sticks to be had at Cromer? And might ſhe 
ot todo, ſeeing ſhe had nothing to bind up her Sticks 
, bid her pull off her Gown, or ſeeing her pull ic off 
If her own accord, give her a Pin to faſten it with? 
ſtrange and wonderful as all this is, I think it may 
e done without Sorcery ? 

MM But it ſeems this Wenches Head run all this while 
Wpog Jane Menbam: Well, and what then? Does it 
Wherefore neceſſarily follow from thence, that Fane 
?nham had bewitched her? Cannot a crack-brain'd 
reature think of any one, but preſently he muſt be 
icch or Wizzard? Mr. Bragge ought to be very care- 
ul how he follows this Argument too cloſely ; the 
onſequences being very dangerous. If this be true, 
he poor innocent Sweetheart may be called in to bear 
nacks with Jane Wenham in this Conjuration ; he, tis 
ore than probable, run much in the Girls Head too, 
ind for any thing I can tell may be the greateſt Sorce- 
er. But be that as it will; it is no great wonder that 
he poor Girl finding her ſelf in an odd Condition, and 
earing every Body's Mouth opened againſt this Jane 
enham, ſhould begin to think her ſelf in i handling, 
ind be ready enough too to lay it upon the Back of 
ane Wenham. This may be ſuppoſed, and I think 
ithout much ſtraining ; and this will be reaſon enough 
hy this Jane Wenbam ſhould be thus continually run- 
ng in her Head. 

But to clinch the matter home, here comes a ver 
Wtrange and ſurprizing Accident. We will burn the Old 
Vitch, cries Mrs. Gardiner, and then throws Sticks, 
Pin 


l 


Pin and all into the Fire. Immediately in comes Jane n 


| becauſe I ſuppoſe it to be one of the principal Pillars 
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bam with a Lye in her Mouth. But how does Mr. Bragg 
know that Fane Wenham told a Lye, when ſhe told God 
Thorne, that ſhe muſt go to Ardley- Bury, to Waſh the n+; 
Day? Why, becauſe it ſeems he had made Enquiry af 
Ardley-Bury : i. e. J ſuppoſe he had made Enquiry of S 
Henry Chauncy,whether or no they were to Waſh the neu 
Day; and whether Mother Wenham was ſent with any 
ſuch Meſſage to Goody Thorne. If I am miſtaken, 
Mr. Pragge muſt thank himſelf for it. He ſhould hav: 
told us T whom this Enquiry was made, that we might 
have ſeen whether or no they were Perſons that were 
likely to know any thing at all of the Matter. Bull 
paſling by all this; how does Mother Wenham's coming 
in with a Lye in her Mouth, prove her to be a Witch! 
Why, ſhe came in juſt when the Sticks and Pin were || 
burning. Perhaps ſo : And ſo might Mr. Bragge him 
ſelf, for any thing I can tell to the contrary. Might 
not any Perſon aEidentally do the ſame thing? And] 
muſt he, for that Reaſon, be certainly concluded 
Sorcerer? Had ſhe been obſerved to do this ſeve-] 
ral times ſucceſſively, that perhaps would have gone 
ſome way towards the proving it more than Chance. 
But inſtead of this we find the contrary: Fot 
P. 8. a little after we are told there were more Stick; 
burnt upon the ſame Occaſion, and yet no Fan 
Menbam appeared, that I can find by the Relation. A 
the Difference here to be obſerved, is, That whereas in} 
the former Story the Sticks and the Pin were burnt to- 
gether ; in the latter the Pin was left in the Gown. I 
know not what ſtreſs may be laid upon this ; but, for my 
part, he that can draw a poor decrepid old Wretch out] 
of her Chimney-corner, in cold Weather too, merely 
by the burning of a Pin, I ſhould look upon him to be} 
the greateſt Conjurer of the two. F 
And now I have done with the firſt Story relating tof 
Anne Thorne ; which J have been the more particular in, 
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ereon Mr. Bragge endeavours to ſupport his Suppoſi- 
pn of Witchcraft. It is evident, I think, that there are 
any things wanting in this Narrative that are neceſſa- 
to render the Story compleat: And that even grant- 
g it to be as true as Mr. Bragge can deſire, there is no 
eat Foundation for thoſe Inferences which he has 
en pleaſed to draw from it. Let us now therefore go 
to the reſt, and ſee if we can find out any thing that 
ay be more to the Purpoſe. | 

I can find nothing now worth taking notice of till 


Bu e come to Page 6. where we find Anne Thorne in ano- 
ing ier Fit, running (if ſhe could) for more Sticks, and 
ch eaping over a Five-barr'd Gate. Let us ſee what can be 
e ade of this Story. Anne Thorne is in a Fit, ſhe runs 
im. Hut of doors in a great Hurry; and meeting with a 
oht WF'ive-barr'd Gate in her way, ſhe ſcrambles over it very 


imbly ſome way or other, we know not how. A 
nighty Thing indeed this, for 4 Spirit of ſuch 
„ver and Wiſdom (Cunning I ſhould have called Par. 2. 
t) as the Devil is to concern himſelf in! But 1 Obj.2. 
ould deſire the Reader here a little to conſi- 
ler, whether or no this Leaping of Mr. Bragge's might 
ot be (as I ſaid) Scrambling? No, he ſays; for Mrs. 
ardiner and many Others ſaw her leap : But who were 
heſe ſeveral Others? Were they honeſt Men? And did 
hey obſerve exactly how ſhe got over? I do not find 
hus much in his Accounts ; and therefore as to theſe 
By-ſtanders, let them be fo ſtill. Well, but it ſeems Mrs. 
zardiner ſaw her leap: If ſhe did, I will believe it; but 
e, as I am told, ſays no ſuch thing , only that ſhe got 
over ſome how or other very nimbly. Neither do the other 
vperſons, that I can hear, agree in their Accounts; ſome 
Wiaying that ſhe /eaped, and others that ſhe leaned her ſelf 
upon the Top of the Gate, and ſo threw her {elf over. But 
to pleaſure. Mr. Bragge, we will for once put in the word 
Leap. He ſays then, that Anne Thorne leaped over this 
Gate, Very well: But what dces he mean by Leaping ? 
Why 
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Why that we may pretty well gueſs at, when we come 
to conſider the Notion he has of Vaulting. Now ty 
| this I find he underſtands no more than 
Comp. p. 4. Climbing. Anne Thorne tells us, that when 
with p.6. ſhe was running to Hackney-Lane, ſhe Climb. 
ed over a Four-barr'd Gate. He tells us 

that the Gate which Anne Thorne now Leaped over, wa; 
the ſame that ſhe had before Vaulted over (meaning, | 
ſuppoſe, the very Gate ſhe ſpoke of). Now, becauſe i 
is not civil to ſuppoſe either Anne Thorne, or Mr. Bragg 
to be under a Miſtake ; it muſt therefore be granted, 
that according to Mr. Bragges Account, Vaulting and 
Climbing amount to much the ſame thing. It then 
Vaulting is the ſame with Climbing, why may not Leap- 
ing and Climbing, or Leaping and Scrambling be the ſame, 
ſince it is plain that Leaping and Vaulting are the very 
ſame? Well; but whatever may be made of this Re. 
lation, as it is here ſet down ; it is, it ſeems very cer- 
tain, that Anne Thorne did leap. For we are told, p. 8. 
that Mr. Arthur Chauncy and Thomas Ireland accompany- þ 
ing her from Stick-gathering, they would have forced her 
through the open Gate; but that, notwithſtanding all their En. 
deavours, ſhe was forced over that which was ſhut, with an 
incredible ſifineſt. But all this time we are not told} 
whether ſhe leapt fairly and cleanly over, or whether ſhe 
laid her Hands, or any other Part of her Body, upon the 
Gate. Now if this were all, this might be done with 
a very great (and what Mr. Chauncy perhaps would call 
an incredible) ſwiftneſs; and that without a Miracle. 
But at p. 26. comes in this Mr. Arthur Chauncy again, 
and ſwears, that ſhe went over as nimbly as a Greyhound. 
That might be, and nothing wonderful in it neither; 
for I have 2 ſeen a Greyhound go over a Gate 
very ſoberly, and now and then taking the Top of the 
Gate in his way: Nay, but ſhe went over as nimbly a 
ever be ſaw a Greyhound leap over ſuch a Gate, Tt may per- 
haps be pleaſant enough to Mr. Chauncy to ſee, or Mr. 
Bragge to relate, how young Wenches can flirt over — 

an 
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ind Gates; but I am ſorry it was ſworn to, A Man ought 
to be more cautious when he ſpeaks to the Truth of a 
Fact, which in its Conſequences, may affect the Life of 
any Perſon, than when he relates a pleaſant Story only 
For his own or his Company's Diverſion. And yet by 
his Manner of exprefling himſelf, Mr. Chauncy ſeems to 
have forgot the Place he was in, and to have told this 
Story in the ſame merry and figurative Manner, that hg 


p | ould have done over a Glaſs of Wine. | 

ei But we will now ſuppoſe what Mr, Bragge would have, 
and admit that Anne Thorne did really leap over this Gate, 
ech and with any ſwiftneſs that he can deſire, (leſs I mean 
chan that of a Greyhound in his full-ſpeed); We will, 


I ſay, admit all this, and ſee what Account can be gi- 
ven of this Matter. I have before given my Opinign 
ne, concerning the Buſineſs of Anne Thorne's Running, viz, 
chat it might poſſibly be occaſioned by an Augmenta- 
e- tion of the Force of Muſcular Motion from Common 
Cauſes, Now if the Force of the Muſcles may be ſo 
much increaſed this Way, as to enable a Perſon to run with 
four times the ſwiftneſs (or more) that he uſually can; 
why may not the ſame thing be ſaid of Leaping, ſince 
that depends mainly upon the Motion of the ſame Parts? 
Inſomuch that a Perſon who can leap any given Heighth 
with a given Velocity, may be enabled by the Augmen- 
tation of that Force, to leap at any Rate proportionable 
to that Augmentation ? I ſee no manner of Difficulty 
in this Suppoſition ; nor will any one, I believe, who 
underſtands any ching at all of the Animal Oeconomy, 
And although it is not ſo often that we meet with Caſes 
of this Nature; yet what I have ſaid is, I hope, enough 
to ſhow the Thing poflible ; and that there is therefors 
no ſuch Neceſſity upon this Occaſion to have recourſe to 
Supernatural Cauſes. 

By this time, I hope, we are got over this Five-barr'd 


Cate, tho' I cannot fay with the ſame Eaſe and Expe- 
dition that Anne Thorne is ſaid to have done. However, 
I think we are ſafely Landed on the other Side, and 

2 Without 
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without ſtraining ourſelves ſo much, but that we cy 


without much trouble proceed to the following Part; oi 
the Narrative. I ſhall only ſtop here a while, whilſt 1 


ter. 
Now for this, we are told, (p. 6.) That in the be. 


I 
q 


conſider how far Fane Wenham is concerned in this Ma. 


ginning of Anne Thorne's Fit, ſhe made Signs to Jane Wen ih 
ham's Houſe ; and afterward (p. 7.) when her Diſord 
was over, and ſhe had taken a little Reſt, That ſhe v2 


ſtrongly prompted to go to Jane Wenham's Houſe, ſaying, Se 


would have ſome of her Blood. That accordingly ſhe didi 
go to Fane Wenham's, and accuſed her as being the Cau| 3 
of her Torments ; and more Words to that purpoſe. This b 
all that I can find with relation to this Story, that fie 
this ſuppoſed Witchcraft upon Jane Wenham, But be. 
cauſe theſe are Circumſtances, which frequently otcuff 
throughout this whole Narrative, I ſhall, to prevent Re. 
petitions, reſerve them to be conſidered by themſelves 


afterwards. The ſame I ſhall do with regard to h 


gol 


Maid's Recovery out of her Fits, immediately upon Jane W 


Wenham's coming to ber, Jane Wenham's Confeſſion, &c. 


We are come now to Three Informations more, gi. 


ven in before Sir Henry Chauncy ; Where the firſt that 


occurs is that of Suſan Aylott, who depos'd, That abou i 


12 Years ago, laſt Chriſtmas, ſhe vas ſent for to the Wife if | 


Richard Harvey, who was then in a very ſtrange Condition. 
That, as ſoon as ſhe came thither, Jane Wenham, havin; WW 
ollowed her, went under the Window, and cried out, Why do 


they let this Creature lye here? Why do they not take her and 


bang her out of the way? And that Night (it ſeems ) the 


Sick Woman died. 


The next is that of the ſame Suſan Aylott, who de- | 


py further, That ſoon after this Jane Wenham came to 


er Houſe, and looking upon a Child which lay upon her Lap; | 


and ftroaking it, ſaid, Suſan, you have a fine Child, That 
| the 


— 
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Sunday following, thus Child was taken in a grievous Con- 
jon, ſtark Diſtracted; and ſo died the Tueſday follow- 


WT he laſt is that of Thomas Adams, who depoſed, That 
Three Weeks or a Month before Chriſtmas, he met this 
Wc Wenham in bis Turnip-field, ſtealing Turnips ; which 


en. e ſome Words between them. That on Chriſtmas-Day one 
der bis beſt Sheep died, without any Signs of Illneſs in the Body 
er it was opened. That 9 or 10 Days after died another in 
Set unaccountable manner; and ſhortly after tus more Sheep 
dd 21/0, none of them having any Marks of any Diſeaſe upon 


m, but being ſound in all their Parts, as his Shepherd in- 
md bim. He ſays further, That his Shepherd tells him, that 
e other Sheep was taken ſtrangely, Skipping, and ſianding 
on its Head, but in half an Hour was well, and continues 
And another Sheep was likewiſe very ill for two or three 
ays, but is now well again: And Jane Wenham having 
e Common Fame of a Mitch, he does believe, that if they 
ere bewitched, ſhe did bewitch them. | 


It were pity to have parted theſe Informations, they 
re all of them ſo nearly related to one another ; and 
ow after they are thus nakedly ſet down, I chal- 
nge the graveſt Man upon Earth to contain himſelf 
om Laoghing, Thatany Man who pretends to Senſe, 

nd good Reaſoning, ſhould ſtuff out a Narrative with 
uch palpable and conſummate Nonſenſe ! Does Mr. 
Br agze think there is any Argument in all this? If not, 
e might, one would think, have been ſo good a Huſ- 
dand of his own Time, and ſo tender of the Reader's 
Patience, as not to have troubled him with ſo much Im- 
pertinence : If he does, it is ſtill more wonderful, how 
Any Man ſhould be ſo much a Maſter of his own Judg- 
Wuaent, as to force it, fo much againſt Common Reaſon, 
o ſubſcribe to ſuch Concluſions. A poor Woman lies 
It the point of Death; 1 Menbam, à foul- mouth d 

Wretch, comes and Scolds under her Window; The 
Woman dies ſoon after, therefore this Fane Wenham * 
5 | C 2 e- 
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bewitch'd her. Very good! But let us go on. Ya 
Wenham ſees à lovely Child in het Neighbour's Lap; fi 
is tempted to ſtroke and careſs the Infant: Soon aft 
the Babe dies ſtark diſtracted; and therefore again 7 
Menbam had bewitched it. What ſurprizing Conclu.l 
ons are theſe ; and what may not one prove by tu 
way of Reaſoning? As well might it be ſaid, That MM 
was deſtroy'd by the Care and Fondneſs of its own Mo. H 
ther; or that the Sugar d Milk, or Plumb-Cake, wen 
Poyſon, which it had eaten the Day before. 4 
ut this, perhaps you'll ſay, is more than bare Accil 
dent: For at p. 28. we may meet with another Inf 
ſtance of the ſame Nature. Elizabeth Field had a Nurſe 
Child, which (it ſeems) was alſo ſtroked by this 7a 
Menbam, and died convulſed in ſome ſhort time after 
And may not all this be, without the Help of Witch. 
craft? Might not Jane Wenham have the ſame ill Luck 
twice in her whole Life? Alas! ſhe has ſhown to al 
the World, that ſhe can be more than once unfortu- 
nate. It is not to me in the leaſt wonderful, that af. 
ter Suſan Aylott had made that unlucky Obſervation up- 
on her Child, that the whole Pariſh ſhould now begin 
to ſet their Heads at Work, to find out Inſtances of the 
ſame Nature. And I dare ſwear, that could they have 
found out but one more for Twenty Years backward, WW 
that had died (as they call it) in 4 frange and una Wh 
countable manner, and it could have been prov'd that Wi 
Fane Menbam had ever once touched it, they have ſuch 
an Opinion of Jane Wenham, that they would infalli-f 
bly have laid all the Miſchief at her Door. But I will 
here beg leave to make one Enquiry. Did ever Fane 1 
Wenham make any Pretenſions to this Power, which is 
here aſcrib'd to her Stroaking ? Did ſhe ever ſay, Shel 
had a Power to deſtroy theſe Children whilſt they were well; 
or did ſhe threaten, or forete! they ſhould ſhortly dye, be- 
fore the Time that ſhe ſtroaked them ? This is what Mr. 
Bragge ought to have told us, and have clearly prov'd| 
_ 
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7 
, had he a mind to ſay any thing at all to the Pur- 
e. If this had deeg the Caſe, and her Stroaking had had 

ame Effect for ſeveral times together; that would 
Need have gone 2 great way towards proving, that 
11.8 was Conſcious of this Power in her ſelf; and would 
thi 1 ve inclin d me to believe, that ſhe had ſome, more 
It i L ordinary, Dealings with the Devil. But it is ſo far 
Mom being certain that ſhe had any Deſign of deſtroy- 
yen e theſe Children, that there are ſome Circumſtances 
cis Story of Suſan Aylott, which make the contra- 
ci more probable. For Jane II enbam, it ſeems, had 
In. me time before fallen out with Saſan Aylott, and had 
fle. dw a mind to reconcile her ſelf to her. This now is 
fan Natural Reaſon enough, why ſhe ſhould ſeem fond 
cer WWF this Infant; ſince every one knows, that the ſureſt 
cb. ay fo gain the Affections of the Parents, is to ſhew a 
W card and Reſpect for their Children. We do not in- 
ed find the ſame Circumſtance in the Story of Elixa- 

th Field, but it is very likely that the Caſe might be the 


af. me. 

p. But here at laſt comes the Wonder of Wonders : 
11 his poor Wretch, Fane Wenbam, is Stealing of Tur- 
he Whips, to keep her ſelf from Starving. J. Adams, the 


WDwner of theſe Turnipe, catches her in the very Fact, 
Whides her ſeverely, and ſends her away Grumbling. 
Wome time after this, here is a lamentable to do among 
Ihe Sheep: Some dye, others are ſick, and others are 
ell; and all this too (as the Learned Shepherd ſays) 
-Fichout any Signs of Diſtemper. Alas poor Jane! 
ow all the World will cry out againſt thee,as the moſt 
icked and dangerous of thy Kind. But I pray, can- 
ot a Sheep burſt its Gut, or have the Staggers, without 
lagick and Inchantment? I wiſh Mr. Bragge would be 
Wplecas'd to publiſh the Hiſtory of the Life and Death f 
beſe Sheep, that we may know their Caſes exactly. An 

ince ſo much depends upon a juſt Account * 
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Sheep of the Pariſh , I ſhould be heartily glad to hey 

that he was choſen Biographer to all the Flocks. 
But we need not ſtay any longer to expoſe the: 
Fooleries , which do ſo effectually expoſe themſzlve;, Ml 
The Subject is inviting ; but hark! Tam call'd away 
by a Legion of foul Monſters like Cats : They 
P. 17. ſpeak to me; they tell me 1 muſt go, Surely they | 
muſt be the Ambaſſadors of Satan, they ſcratch | 
ſo, and make ſuch a helliſh Noiſe ' They muſt be the! 
Imps of Mother Wenham , their Features do ſo exactly 
reſemble her! "Tis certainly ſo! They are arm'd too 
with Knives and Razors, and tempt me to ſtab my ſelf, 
or to cut my Throat, Oh where is Mr. Cbauncy, thai 
Scourge of Devils, and of Cats! Look, look, Sir! 
That, that's Mother Venbam; kill her, and the Charm] 
is broke! But whither am I going? Let me recbvet 
my Senſes a little, leſt I grow mad too, and furniſi 
Mr. Bragge with Materials for a Second Narrative. Io 
be ſerious then : This Story of the Cats is ſo ridiculous, 
that methinksI know not who to pity moſt, whether the 
poor diſtratted Creature, or Mr. Bragge, who has thought it | 
worth his while to inſiſt upon it, as a Proof of his pretended | 
Witchcraft. What, I would fain know, can any one con- 
clude from ſuch Relations as theſe? Here is a poor ſhatter 
Mreteb, who tells us ſhe ſees Cats, with Faces like Mo- 
ther Venbam, which ſpeak to her, and threaten to tor- 
ment her: And from hence we are taught to conclude, 
that this Wenham is a Witch , and that Anne Thorne is be- 
witched by her! This is ſo exactly like Mr. Bragge's way | 
of Reaſoning, that had I ſeen it any where elſe, I ſhould | 
no more have doubted whether or no it belong'd to him, . 
than Anne Thorne could doubt who the Cats belong'd to, it 
when ſhe obſerved their Features. The Reader will WM; 
eaſily obſerve, how rich a Vein of ſuch Arguments as Wh: 

theſe runs thro” this whole Narrative. But pray, let 
us examine a little into the Circumſtances of this Mt 
Story. ö / 


| 
\ 
| 
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| ae, it ſeems, ſees a thing /ike a Cat; for 4 
p _—_ nor be, becauſe it ſpoke to her. But how, 


: W014 know, can we be aſſured of all this, ſince it 
ends ſo entirely upon Anne Thorne's Teſtimony ? Was 
y one with Anne Thorne at any time , when ſhe ſaid 
as theſe Cats? Yes, it ſeems, James Burville has 
een in upon Oath, in open Court, That be was preſent 
a oral times when Anne Thorne ſaid ſhe ſaw Cats about ber 
.: And more be would have atteſted, but this was 

ly "1 ought ſufficient by the Court. But what was this I P- 2% 


ou'd fain know that he would have atteſted further? 
as ic that he was ſenſible of any Cars being in the 
hamber when Anne Thorn ſaid ſhe ſaw them? Was it 
at he heard them ſpeak to Anne Thorne, and was ſure 
at ſhe was not deceived ? Not one Word of this do 
e Fe either of him or of any one elſe, throughout this 
hole Narrative. I do not wonder that the Court was 
red out with hearing ſo many palpable Abſurdities ; 
ut methinks Mr. Bragge, who believes all this Story of 
eCats to be true, and is ſo very angry with thoſe who 
Wo not, ſhould have been ſo much at leiſure, as to have told us 
hat James Burville had more to ſay. If the Court had 
eard enough to ſerve their turn, the Reader has not in this 
count enough to ſerve his ; and therefore he ought to 
ave examined James Burville, and to have ſet down 
hether or no he ſaw and heard any Cats ſpeak at the 
me time that Anne Thorne ſaid, She both ſaw and heard 
hem. Whether this Neglect was the Effect of Deſign, 
r Stupidity, J cannot ſay: It is however Demonſtra- 
on to me, that Mr. Bragge knows very well that James 
gurville never ſaw nor heard any Cats at all, at that 
ime; for had he been aſſured of the Contrary, ſuch is 
is Zeal in this Cauſe, that he could not poſſibly have 
revailed upon himſelf, not to have told us of it. 
Well! but it ſeems Mr. Chauncey, Fames Burville, and 
thers, did at other times frequently ſee Creatures like © 
ats, It is very like ſo, and it is probable they were 
ats, for I do not find any thing here that ſhows the 
contrary 
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contrary. They did not appear to them as they did u 
Anne Thorne ; they had no Knives nor Razors in the 
Paws ; they ſcratch'd and ſqueal d indeed we are toll 
as Cats do, but I do not hear that they were able i 
| ſpeak one Syllable. Beſides, Mr. Chawncey kill'd one of 
theſe, (P. 23.) which is a miſchance I am ſure the Dili 
vils are not ſubject to. If Mr. Bragge will ſay th 
theſe were true Cats, but ſent upon the Devil's Errani 
T will ſay ſomething if he can prove that, and tell nM 
what Errand they came upon. | 
But perhaps he will tell us-that theſe were not all ff 
Sort, but a mixture of Cats and of Devils; becauſe Fan 
+ (B „, Burwville, and Thomas Ireland, ſaw One or Two of the 
APA > which had Faces like Fane Wenham.But alas poor fame 
ant ys 03% Thou art as mad almoſt as Anne Thorne her ſelf, Jo 
be N enbam has already ſeiz'd thee, and marked thee out fo 
Nancy's Husband ! However,I am here methinks very de 
firous to knowwhen it vas that theſe Cats wereſeen, I mean 
whether in the Night or in the Day ; for if it was in th 
Night, the difference between the Face of a Cat ant 
that of an Old Woman is not fo very diſcernable but tha 
they may poflibly be miſtaken for one another, eſpeci 
ally by thoſe (as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe theſe t 
have been) who are very ſtrongly acted by the Force of 
Imagination. I cannot ſay, for my part, who coull 
have been ſecure from making the ſame Miſtake, if h 
had for ſo long time been ſcared almoſt out of his Wit 
by Witches and Wenhams. | 
But it will be time enough to look out for a Solution 
of this, when we are well aſſured of the truth of thi 
Relation; at preſent the Story looks ſo very ill that 
cannot forbear ſuſpecting ſome Rogucry. And to jult 
fy me in this Suſpicion, I would deſire the Reader to ob 
erve, how the Story of the Cats ſtands, before, at, an 
after, the Aſſizes. The firſt Account that we have e 
Cats is at P. 17. where Anne Thorn tells us, that ſhe fa 
Cats appear to her, telling her ſhe muſt go, At the ſam 
time too, there was, it ſeems, 2 diſmal Noiſe 1 Co 
| gall 
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heard about the Houſe, accompanyed with Scratching® 
under the Windows, and at the Doors.; and theſe Cars 
rere ſeen ſometimes Three or Four in a Company, by Mr- 
Chauncy , Fames Burville, Thomas Treland, and others. 
he next is at P. 20, but here was nothing ſeen of, or 
heard from them, but Screamings and Scratchings - at the 
Doors, as before. The laſt is at P. 23. where Ame Thorn 
gives in upon Oath, that on the 26th of February in 
he Morning, ſhe ſaw a Cat ſitting in the Window, 
hich ſpoke to her, and told her ſhe ſhould have more 
Pins: And this is all the Account we have of Cats be- 
ore the Tryal. Till then therefore, it is plain, that 
e have no Evidence of any Cats appearing with Fane 
Wenham's Face, neither from Anne Thorn, nor any other 
erfon ; neither, of their Speaking do we know any thing 
ore than what Anne Thorn has told us. And indeed it 
s what I could not but obſerve, that the Speaking of theſe 
does wholly depend upon her, and Anne Streets Evi- 
lence, there being not ſo much as One Perſon beſides, 
hat I remember, who is ſaid to have heard any thing of 
his Nature. But to go on: When the Tryal comes on, 
"Where we have the firſt Account of Cats being ſeen with 
© bs Face of Jane Menbam, and of her converſing 5 | 
ich the Devil in the ſhape of a Cat. And after 9 
he Tryal, we have Legions of them poured in upon us, 
ilmoſt in every Page. The Reader may eaſily ſatisfy 
imſelf of the Truth of this, if he will but caſt his 
F ye upon that part of the Narrative which comes after 
al. It would be endleſs to refer to the Story 
articularly, there being hardly one of them which has 
bot a ſpeaking Cat belonging to it. 85 
From this Obſervation then there ariſes a very natu- 
and obvious Query, viz. Whence comes this change 
aue the Scene and of the Actor: ? Why ſo many Cats at 
after; And why ſo few before the Tryal ? Why plain 
ats with Cats Faces and Cats Voices before; And why 
ats with Fane Wenbam's Face and Human Voices after- 
pards ? The plain — ſeems to be this: They 1 
Uke 
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like to have been b$;@bled of their Witch, by the Miſtake, 
(or perhaps the Art) of him'who:drewup the Hdidmen. 
For fome of them having unluckily mentioned the Story 
which Anne Thorne told of the Cats ſpeaking to her, the 
whole freſs of the Cauſe (as Mr. Bragge pathetically 
complains). was thrown upon this, and Fane Wenbam was 
>. accordingly-indicted only for cenverſing familiarly 
P. 2A. With the Devil under the ſhape of a Cat. This had 
. .--© » like to have ſpoiled all. Their Cauſe now ſtands 
upon a Falſe Bottom, and unleſs they can ſome way or 
other ſupport it, muſt inevitably fall ro the Ground; 
What therefore is now to be done? Muſt they drop the 
Indictment, and ſet the whole World a Laughing? Or 
muſt they now wade (as the Provefb ſays) through thick 
and thin, and fupport the Indictment as well as they van ? 
This latter, it ſeems,” was thought moſt adviſeable ; and 
to this purpoſe in come Four Witneſſes, wiz. Thomas 
Trelaud, Fames Bin ville, Uriab Wright, and Thomas Har- 
© vey. The. Two former ſwore directly, That they 
P. 29. ſaw: Cats with Faces like Jane Wenham. The Two 
| latter, that they asking Fane Wenham once, in 
what ſhape the Devil us'd to appear to her, ſhe replyed, 
bid. that ſhe fancy'd him to be a Cat. Now that Thomas 

Ireland and James Burville ſhould ſee theſe Cats with 
Jane Menham's Face before the Tryal, and that we ſhould 
not hear One Syllable of this ſtrange Sight till then, i- 
co me a thing very wonderful. But there is ſomething 
particular in the Evidence of Uriah Wright, and Thomas 
Harvey, which I defire the Reader to obſerve, vis. 
That this Information of theirs about the Cat, which 
was given at the Aſſizes, was an Addition to the Infor- 
mation given in before to Sir Henry Chauncey; That In- 
formation, as you may find it P. 21. ſtands thus; Urias 
Wright of Walkerne ſaith upon Oath, That' on Sunday laſt wa 
Sevenight, te ad Jane Wenham © hither ſhe bad ſeen 
rbe Devil vor no? She, the ſaid Jane Wenham, anſwered 
Sbe had ſein him folloming ber, when fie has looked over be 
rtr: en a 4, Shoulder 
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or 
boulder, and when ſhe turned her ſelf round he vaniſhed” 
away. This Information was allo then {worn to by T. 
mas Harvey. Now at the Aſſixes, theſe two Perſons Again 
atteſted the Subſtance of the ſame formation, an 1 
added, ther they ask'd the Priſoner in what Shape tbe 29. 
Devil usd to appear to her, and ſhe ſaid ſhe fancyd him 
» be a Cat. Now is it not very ſtrange and incredible, 
hat theſe Perfons ſhould have heard from Fane Menbam, 
hat the Devil us d io appear to ber in the ſhape of a Cat, and 
et that they ſhould ſay nothing of it in their Informa-" 
n given before Sir Henry Chauncy ? Is it any way like- 
v, that they ſhould have taken no notice of ſo material 
> Circumſtance as this, if they had known any thing of 
t? I know not what Mr. Bragge may think on't, but to 
e it loooks ſo very much like Knavery, that J hardly 
no& howto think any thing better concerning it. 
To draw up therefore x whole Evidence with rela- 
jon to this Story in a very hort compaſs. Here is not 
- Wone Soul beſides the Girl her ſelf, that pretends ever to 
e Whave heard any Cats ſpeak. Here are but Two that 
v0 rer ſaw any with Fane Wenhaw's-Face, and this was 
in Wot mention'd till the Witch was upon her Tryal. And 
ere are but Two neither which heard Fane V enbam ſay” 
be Devil us d to appear to her in the ſhape of a Cat. This like; 
iſe was not ſo much as touch'd upon (although they 
d all the reaſon in the World to have mentioned it) 
efore the Tyyal, when they were aſſured, that the 
hole ſtreſs of the Cauſe depended upon that Bottom. 
\nd amongſt all theſe, there is not fo much as one of 
he Perſons of Credit; no Mr. Gardiner, no, Mrs. Gar- 
iner; no Mr. Strut, no Mr. Chauncey; nay, not even 


or- Mr. Bragge himſelf, but all ignorant and illiterate Fel- 
In. oss. So that of theſe Four Witneſſes Two were pre- 
% luded, having long before given in the fame Informa- 
won, without mentioning any Cat. And the other 
en wo have great reaſon to be ſuſpected, having never ſo: 
euch as hinted that they faw anyCats: before theTryal,' 
Ziad being likewiſe thoſe very Fellows that were Married Ja: 
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tio come to him, and told him, that he was in ſuch 1 


cy 


ſad Sights. Mr. Bragge had indeed ſome Reaſon to con- 
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td the two Wenches fome time after. And now I will 
leave the World to judge of Mr. Bragge's Underſtanding 
and Modeſty, who could tell us, Page 24. That be thought 
himſelf ſufficient to prove even this (meaning Fane Wen. 
bum converſing with the Devil in the Shape of a Cat) 
by two or three Witneſſes. : 

There remains now but one Circumſtance more to 
be conſidered with relation to this Story. Mr. Bragg: 
(in order to ſhow, I ſuppoſe, that theſe Cats of his were 
mere Devils, ) tells us, Page 17. That Mr. Chauncy ba. 
wing a fair Opportunity to ſtrike them, found himſelf not able il 
to move bis Arm. The only Anſwer that I ſhall give to 
this, ſhall be by relating a Story, which Mr. Bragge has 
thought fit co conceal, not only by paſſing it over in Si- 
lence, but, what is much worſe, by miſrepreſenting it, 
Page 20. he gives us an Account of Mrs. Gardiner'sdea- 
ving her Houſe upon the 17th of February, becauſe, a; 
he ſaid, ſhe deſpaired of her Maid's Life, and was tired out 
ith Grief and Fatigue, and was no longer able to endure ſuch 


ceal the Truth here; for had it been told it would have 
deſtroyed Anne Thorne's Evidence, by ſhowing how far 
wiſer People than ſhe, are ſubje& to the Power of Ima- 
gination in theſe Caſes. The Story, as I have had it 
credibly reported to me, is this. 

Mrs. Gardiner being tired with watching for the crool- 
ed Pins, (the Story of which you have P. 19, 20.) left 
the Company, and went into the Parlour to drink 1 
Diſh of Tea with her Husband and a young Lady, who 
was then in the Houſe with her. When the Tea was 
brought in, ſhe ſent to Mr. Chauncy to know if he would 
drink a Diſh with her. He came to her; and the young 
Lady thinking ſhe obſerved ſome Diſorder in Mr. 
Chawncy, {aid to Mrs. Gardiner, Don't you think Mr. 
Channcy looks very Ill? Upon which Mrs. Gardiner asked 
him how he found himſelf? He ſaid, Pretty well; but 
left the Room, and immediately ſent for Mr. Gardina 


Condi- 
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ondition, as he never was in before in all his Life, and 


ll 

uld not tell but it was his Turn to ſuffer. Mr. Gardi- 
h ſent for his Wife, and ſhe gueſſing at his Caſe, ſent 

1. 2 Bottle of Brandy; and as the Bottle loſt its Spi- 

t) 5s, Mr. Chauncy recovered his. In the mean time, 


dung Lady, who was left alone, began to find 4 Roam- 
g in ber Head too, For it ſeems Mrs. Gardiner's Daugh- 
(who had the keeping of the Inchanted Pins, and was 
led away by her Mother) had left the Pins in the 
ady's Hands; which began to work immediately ; and 
When Mrs. Gardiner returned, ſhe found her in a Swoon 
pon the Floor, Her likewiſe Mrs. Gardiner recovered 
the help of burnt Feathers, and ſuch common Re- 
zedies. But no ſooner was ſhe well awake, but ſhe 
ooned a ſecond time, and was with more Difficulty 
covered. Theſe were the {ad Sights, which Mrs. Gar- 
ner could no longer bear; and though her Courage 
ad hitherto held out beyond them all, ſhe thought it 
as time to leave her Quarters, when ſhe found the 
hole Family running Mad. And now Mr. Bragge 
nay make what Advantage he pleaſes of Mr. Chauncy's 
zot being able to ſtrike his Cats. 

L had like to have forgotten one Story of the Cats, 
hich I ſhould have been very loth to have done, it 
ing ſo good a Specimen of Mr. Bragge's exactneſi. He 
ells us, Page 23. of Mr. Chauncy's killing a Cat that knocked 
t the Door, All that we can reaſonably gather from 
hich, is, That Mr. Chauncy hearing a Noiſe at the 
Door, went out to ſee what was the Matter, and finding 
ho-body there but a poor Cat, fell into a Paſſion, and 
nockt it o th Head. Mr. Bragge, I ſuppoſe, mention'd 
ne Circumſtance of her knocking, as an Argument that 
his Cat was a Fiend come upon. Mother Wenbam's Er- 
and ; but he ought ar leaſt to have offer'd at one Proof 
o ſhow that ſhe did knock, and not contented himſelf 
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arely with ſaying ſo. Whether a Man ought to bs _Ja 
harged with Folly or Impudence, who writes after this . 
altion, I do not ſay: Be the Reaſon wullat it will, 7. g, 
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it deſerves I think to be marked out as ſomething ven 
extraordinary. | 


And now we have done with the Story of the Car; 
which I ſuppoſe the Reader has obſerved to be one of Ml 
the moſt wretched Arguments that ever was thought of 
to ſupport a Charge of Witchcraft. Here is not ſo much 
as one Proof that can ſhow, that there was any thing 
more in this whole Story, than That at the time of Anne 
Thorne's Ilneſs, a Number of Cats were ſeen and heard 
ſqueak, and make a Diſturbance, about Mr. Gardiner's Houſe, lh 
But this is not all the Weakneſs and Abſurdity, that ii 


to be obferved here; for admitting all to be true that 


has been ſaid and ſworn to, viz. That there were realy} 
Cats ſeen with Jane Wenham's Face, and heard to (peak: 
Admitting, I fay, all this, I would yet deſire to ba in- 
formed, how all this proves any Witchcraft upon Jan: 
Wenham. The ſpeaking of the Cats, I ſuppoſe, will not 
be inſiſted upon, becauſe other Folks are able to ſpeak 


beſides Fane Wenham ; Their appearing with her Face, is 


the thing, which, if any can, muſt do the buſineſs. I | 
will not here ſtay to enquire, whether the Perſons who 
faw theſe Cats, had ſo much skill in Phy/iognomy, as to 
be able to diſtinguiſh, at a Glance, the Face of Fane 
Wenham from that of any other Old Woman; becauſe 
J have in my Suppoſition admitted it to be true, that 
theſe Cats were ſeen with the Face of Jane Menbam: 
But then I muſt ask how the Devils, appearing in the 
Shape of a Cat, with Fane Wenbam's Face, is an Argu- 
ment to ſhow, that ſhe is a Witch. I ſee no Connexion 
that there is between, the Devil's appearing in her Shape, 
and her making any League or Contract with him. If the 
Devil is able to take Fane Menbam's Shape upon him, it 
is likely he is able to take upon him whoſe Shape he 
pleaſes ; and if ſo, I am, I muſt confeſs, not ſo well 
Skilled in theſe Matters as to be able to ſay, upon what 
Terms he is pleaſed to do ſo; and therefore cannot al- 
ſure my ſelf, but he may appear in the Shape of any 
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dent Perſon, if he Tees fit. If Mr. Bragge thinks o- 


Jerwiſe, I do inſiſt upon it, that he would demonſtrate 
me ; That the Devil never made uſe of bis Shape to pro- 


en 


off pe any ill Deſign. : 
of The next remarkable Story is that of the 


ns ; Which, I muſt confeſs, were it as clear- P. 19. 
proved in all its Circumſtances, as it is confi- 

ently aſſerted, I ſhould look upon to be ſomething ve- 
extraordinary. That there were great Numbers of 
„ ſcen in the Maid's Hands, we cannot reaſonably 


the Means by whic = are ſaid to be convey'd 
ither, in this (I muſt confeſs) the Relation does not 
d well ſatisfy me. Mr. Chauncy ſays, That a Pin came 
to ber Fingers he knows not how ; and that I think may 
2ry well be, and Anne Thornenot be bewitched neither. 
ut he ſays further, That ſhe pluck d a Pin out no where, 
or had it in her Hands before, But how does he know 
Wl this? Why, I ſuppoſe, becauſe he did not ſee it. 
But is Mr. Chawncy ſo much of an Argus, that nothing 
ould poflibly be done, but that he muſt ſee it? Mr. 
ragge will ſay, perhaps, That he watch'd her ſo ve 
arrowly , that he muſt of Neceſſity have ſeen theſe 
ins, if ſhe had any. But what was it he watch'd her 
or, I would fain know? Why, without doubt, to ſee 
What ſhe might not ſlip any Pins into her Hands lily. 
id therefore Mr. Chauncy know, that there would after- 
ards be Pins found in her Hands ? No, this could not 
e ; for this is the firſt time we read of any Pins ; and 
is therefore likely, that he did not think of any, un- 
eſs he himſelf were a Conjurer. There was then no 
anner of Reaſon in the World, why Mr. Chauncy 
hould watch this Maid ſo very narrowly : Neither, af- 
er all, do I find by this Relation, that he was ſo very 
exact in his Obſervation , as that he could be able to 
ay with ſo much Aſſurance, that ſhe plucked ib Pin 
pur 20 where, nor had it in her Hands before, Did 
g obferye all her Motions for an Hour, 2, or 3 toe: 
r * 1 s ' 6 ther? 


eſtion, it being a thing ſo very well atteſted: But as 
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ther? Did he open all her Fingers ſeverally, befor 


as he cannot anſwer ; and therefore he muſt excuſe 
me if I cannot, upon ſuch an imperfe& Story as this 


| (32) 
this Pin appear'd ? He does not, he cannot fay all thi 
and therefore I think Mr. Chauncy's Evidence about thelllf 
Pins, is leſs worth than the Pins themſelves. But then 
to put the Matter beyond Diſpute , we are told, th: 
the Day following being in another of her Fits, fh 
was ſeen to have more Pins; altho', at the ſame tim 
Care was taken that not ſo much as a Pin was in any of þ 
Cloaths; This I very much doubt. For after all H 
Care that was taken about this Matter, it is very poſi 
ble ſne might notwithſtanding have Pins in her Cloaths 
where they might not be able to find them. But ſup 

ing ſhe had none in any of her Cloaths ;is Mr. Brag 
afſur'd ſhe had none any where elſe ? Was the Chair, c 
Bed whereon ſhe ſat, ſo carefully examined, that x cat 
poſitively be ſaid there was none there? And isMr. Brogy 
{ure that there was none of the By-ſtanders, who hat 
any Defign of Impoſing upon the World, and who dil 
not ſecretly convey theſe Pins to her? Theſe, and ſere- 
ral Queſtions may be ask'd, and ought to be reſolvd, 
before we can determine our ſelves upon the preſc:! 
Caſe: Theſe Mr. Bragge has taken no notice of: And 
af I may fpeak what I think, I believe they are ſuch 


be immediately brought to cloſe in with his Opinion 
But he fays further ſtill, That the Girl's Hands were 7 
nion d; and that even then ſhe ſeemed to receive and ſw 
Jormething. That, I think, ſhe might do, and yet nei 
ther receive nor ſwallow any thing at all. Had there 
been Two or Three Credible Witneſſes, that had ſee 
theſe Pins come dancing in the Air, and jumping into! 
Mouth, this indeed would have ſomething ſtartled m 
But Ido not find by Mr. Bragye,that any Pins were eve 
ſeen in the Air at all; nay, not in her Mouth, after he 
Hands were pinnion'd. He ſays indeed, that Georg 
Chapman 'cliypd bis Hend before th: Mais Nang , end fl 
one ſtriking againſt his Hand, But feeling and oi art 
WC 
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reo different Things. Did he ſee it, I ask; and 
nov it was a Pin? No, he did not; ( as J had it from 
ne is own Mouth) Neither is he certain whether it was a 
benin or no: Something he did feel; but whether it were 

pin, or any thing elſe, he cannot affirm. 

I have ſaid as much as I think neceſſary to be ſaid 
pon this Subject. After which I muſt again own, that 
vas every Circumſtance of this Story ſo clearly made 
ut, as it is neceſſary it ſhould, before it ought to be be- 

Wieved, I ſhould look upon it to be a thing very extra- 
*[.rdinary. But I cannot here be without ſome ſuſpicion 
df Cheat and Impoſture: It is a Matter of a very vari- 
dus and complicated Nature, and there are ſo many 
ircumſtances wanting in the Relation, that the moſt 
udn at preſent do for Mr. Bragge is to ſuſpend my Faith 
oncerning it. | 

But if it ſhould now be granted, that theſe Pins were 
onveyed to Anne Thorn by the power of ſome evil Spi- 
it, I believe it would yet be very difficult to find any 
hing in this Inſtance, which would be ſufficient to 
prove Witchcraft upon Fane Wenbam, All that can here 
de pretended in order to this 1s, That it was taken 
otice of by Two Men who ſat up with her, that in P. 20. 
he Evening ſhe pull d out ber Pincuſbion which was 
ull of Pins, and that in the Morning when ſhe produc'd it 
again they were all gone, -and that ſhe wanted a Pin to pin up 
ber Gown, Now not to diſpute here whieher this be a 
ufficient proof, that thoſe Pins which Anne Thorne was 
ſeen to have were the very ſame Pins that came off Fane 
Wenbam's Cuſhion, (which yet may very reaſonably be 
demanded) Not co diſpute this I ſay, I would only de- 
Ire to be inform'd of Mr. Bragge how it follows, That 
becauſe the Devi! took Pins of” Jane Wenbam's Cuſhion 
and brought them to Anne Thorne, how, I ſay, it follows 
from hence, that Fane Wenbam had made any League or 

onratt with him? If the Devil was fo dextrous as to 
put Pins into Anne Thorne's Hands after ſo ſecret and invi- 


e a manner, as Mr, Bragge ſuppoſes, it is not I think 
much 


e 
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much to be queſtion'd but he could by the ſame (ery 
and inviſible manner take them away from Fane Menbam 
and I do not take the Devil's Conſcience to be ſo very 
ſqueamiſh, as that he can think himſelf obliged, when! 
he is in want of a few Pins, to ask any one leave where 
to get them. 


The Story of the Bottle of Urine comes next 
P. 20. in order, which becauſe it deſerves no better 
than to be ſoundly banter'd, I ſhall leave to be 
anſwer d by thoſe who are more merrily diſpoſed than 
I am at preſent. All that I ſhall remark concerning it 
is, that if they had a mind to have made the World be- 
lieve, that there was any thing wonderful in this Expe-W 
riment, they ought to have repeated it ſeveral times, and 
to have ſeen whether or no the ſame Effect always Jol. 
lowed. For as the Story ſtands at preſent it is but one 
ſingle Inſtance, and of conſequence will prove nothing 
at all. 
We are now come to the Story of the Feathers, which 
Mr. Bragge is pleaſed to call a Diſcovery more ſur- 
P. 32. prizing than any thing that has been yet related. He 
tells us in the firſt Place, that the Pillow in which theſe 
Cakes of Feathers were found, was ſtuffed with Down | 
not long before by Mrs. Gardiner's own Hand. This, I 
ſuppoſe, he informed us of, to make it appear a thing 
incredible, that any Feathers ſhould come there at all. 
But is it poſſible, that Mr. Bragge ſhould have been ſo 
very ignorant in theſe Matters, as not to have known, 
that that which is generally called Down, is nothing 
elſe but a mixture of the ſmalleſt ſort of Feathers with 
Down properly ſo called; fo that ſince Mr. Bragge's Cakes 
were, according to his own confeſſion, made up of 
{mall Feathers , it will be eaſy upon this Suppoſition 
to find out Materials enough. for them without the 
ac of Witchcraft, Well! But beſides theſe Feathers, 
\cre was it ſeems a viſcous Matter, which would ſtretch Se- 
Ven 
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e or Eight Inches in a fine Thread before it broke, ; 
nen which they were cemented together into P. 27. 


ſe Cakes; and this Mr. Bragge tells us puts bim 
mind of that Oyntment made of dead Men's Fleſh, P. 35. 
ich Mr. Glanville mentions as often uſed by Witch- 


ext We are obliged to him here that he was only put in 
ter of tba, and that he did not ſay, this viſcous matter 
be Ws the very ſame with Mr. Glanville's Oyntment. But I 
an WH apt to fancy, that unleſs he had reſolved that Mr. 


43 anville ſhould ſay. ſomething on his ſide, he would 


uch ſooner have been put in mind of a little Pitch or 
pe- boemaker's-Wax than of this Oyntment. I never yet 
nd 


>ard of any Oyntment that would ſtretch Seven or Eight 
hes in a fine Thread before it broke, tho' I cannot ay 
nat ſort of Stuff may be made by Conjurers. I wi 
Ir. Bragge would have been ſo kind as to have mark d 
own the Page in Mr. Glanville where this Oyntment is 
d be met with, that we might have ſeen his skill at 
Inalogy, But, perhaps he thought every Body. trou- 
led their Heads as much about Witches and Wizards as 
e has done of late. But whatever Mr. Glanville's Oynt- 
ent may be, that he ſhould be thus forward to think 


Ifir; I fancy that had he ſpent half ſo much time 
9 ſtudying Nature, as he has done in ranſacking into 
|. oo, of Witchcraft, he would have found no occaſion to 
0 Wave run to Mr.Glanville,or any one elſe, for a Solution 


f this ſtrange Appearance. It is plain, that there is in all 
eathers whatſoever, beſides their proper Nouriſhment, 
kind of viſcous matter, which ſerves to faſten them 
he more ſtrongly in their proper Sockets; and therefore 
t is natural enough to ſuppoſe, that this gradually ouz- 
ng out of the Feathers might in time be collected toge- 
her in ſuch a quantity, as to form that viſcous Subſtance 
hich Mr. Bragge ſpeaks of. However, from the order 
in which theſe Feathers are placed, Mr. Bragge con- 
cludes them to be ſome Deviliſh Enchantment : but the 
eaſons upon which he builds this Concluſion are ſo 
ery peculiar to himſelf, that I defire the Reader would 
| + 10. give 
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give himſelf the trouble of N them. 
tells us P. 34. That unleſs theſe Cakes be „ rap tol 
ſome Deviliſh Enchantment, no account can poſſibly be gin 
how they ſhould come there; and that it is really ſtrange i 
the Feathers ſhould be ſo cloſely knit together, and rankel 
ſuch an exatt Mathematical Order; which Argument whe | 
reduc'd to Syllogiſm will ſtand thus ; 


4 


| 


T 


Every Thing that & not to be accounted for, muſt of nei 
ſity be done by Witchcraft, 

Theſe Cakes of Feathers are not to be accounted fu 
Ergo L 


The Minor is proved thus : 

Every Thing that Mr. Bragge cannot give a Reaſon of, 
not to be accounted for. 

Mr. Bragge cannot give any Reaſon of theſe Cakes of Fu 
thers ; Ergo---—-- 


Now, is not this (think you) a very notable Argy 
ment? Does not he plainly make Human Wiſdom thi 
Meaſure of Natural Powers, and his own Knowledg 
the Standard of Human Wiſdom ? If I may be allow. 
ed to argue after this Faſhion, I can write Books 
Witchcraft as well as he. Nay, if this be good Res 
ſoning, I will undertake to prove, that his Hand, whe 
he wrote his Narrative, was moved by Sorcery. Bu 
fince Mr. Bragge looks upon this to be a thing ſo ver 
unaccountable , I will venture being call'd a Fool fot 
once, and try what I can do towards the Explaining 
this dark Myſtery. 

I told you before, that there was in all Feathers, be 
ſides their proper Nouriſhment, a ſort of glutinows Mat 
ter, Which ſerved to fix them in their proper Sockets, 
and which I ſuppoſed to be that Viſcous Subſtance by 
which theſe Cakes were cemented. Now it is no wa 
unlikely, that this Humour ouzing (as I ſaid before 
out of the Ends of theſe ſmall Feathers, might, by 
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of Magnetiſm or Electricity, mutually attract each 
er, and ſo be brought into that regular Form in 
Which they were found. Mr. Bragge may poſſibly look 
Won the Words Attraction, Magnetiſm, and Electricity, 
be Magical Terms; and think, that I am now with. 
Wm, going to conjure theſe Feathers together into 
Wakes : But it is very likely that the Reader may be 
W another Opinion, as knowing that I ſpeak 2 
Wanguage as every Babe in Philoſophy underſtands. This 
rractive Force is viſible enough in Glaſs, Fett, &c. 
t particularly in Amber, from whence the Word Ele- 
ricity has its Riſe ; and I cannot ſay how far this viſ- 
pus Matter, that is found in Feathers, may partake of 
ie Nature of theſe Bodies; and whether it may not 
endued with a greater Degree of Magnetiſm , than 
ny of them all. From this Suppoſition then, it will 
e very eaſy to give a Rational Account of every Cir- 
umſtance relating to theſe Cakes of Feathers. For 
rſt, it follows from hence, that the Quills Ends of 
he Feathers muſt of Neceflity meet in the Center, and 
he Feathers therefore make up the Radij of that Cir- 
le which they compoſe. For this viſcous Matter ouz- 
ng out of the Quills Ends, the Quills Ends will there- 
ore be alone endued with this Magnetick Force, and 
onſequently, will mutually attract each other, and 
ia together in the very Form which we now ſpeak 
The greateſt Difficulty here is, how theſe Feathers 
ould be exactly the ſame in Number in every Cake. 
But to this, perhaps, it may not be amiſs to ſay, that 
he Feathers being all of them' pretty much of the 
ame Magnitude, it does of Neceflity require the fame 
umber of them to compoſe a Circle: And therefore, 
ince we muſt ſuppoſe this attractive Force to be uniform 
n its Action, it muſt therefore attract till no more can 
de attracted ; i. e. till the Center is filled up, or, in other 
ords , till the ſame Number of Feathers is attracted 
ogether in every Cake. If this viſcous Matter * 
ue 
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dued with a Power of attracting Feathers , it is eaſy to. 
underſtand how theſe Quill Ends ſhould each of then 
attract Hairs, or any ſuch ſmall and ſolid Bodies about 
them, before they were attracted to one another. Here 
therefore we have, in the laſt place, an Account of 
choſe ſhort Hairs, black and grey, which Mr. Bragg 
found matted together in the Center of this viſcous Mu. 
ter. He is willing to ſuppoſe theſe to be Cats Hair ; 
but my Argument would be every whit as good as his, 
if I ſhould barely ſay, I ſuppoſe the contrary. But I do 
not content my ſelf with barely ſaying ſo ; there being 
a very good Reaſon to be given, to ſhow the Vanity 
of Mr. Bragge's Notion. It is known, that moſt, if 
not all Fowls, have ſuch Hairs as are here ſpoken of; 
and that theſe are pluck'd off in conſiderable Quanti- 
ties, along with the Down and Feathers : Why therefore 
Mr. Bragge ſhould not think of theſe, ( or fifty other 
Sorts of Hair, which might accidentally be mixed a- 
mongſt the Down) as well as of Cats Hair, is what! 
can ſee no manner of Reaſon for; unleſs he had a mind 
to give Credit to his Story of theſe Cats ſpeaking. It is 
very likely he might have this in his Head: And he 
who conſiders well of his way of Reaſoning, will not 
perhaps find it hard to imagine he might lay ſome Streſs 
upon it. He might perhaps think, that the Court had 
entertain'd ſuch an Opinion of his Under landing, as, 
that his bare Suppoſition might weigh as much with them, 
as another Man's poſitive Knowledze. 
Thus far I have endeavour'd to give an Account of 
theſe Cakes of Feathers, both as to the manner of their 
coming into theſe Pillows, and as to the Form and Or- 
der in which theſe Feathers were placed. Mr. Bragg? 
perhaps will give this no better Name than Chance (as he 
15 wont to do to every thing that is neither Witchcraft, 
nor what he underſtands) and ſay, That it is as incon- 
eejvable to him how this ſhould be, as that the 24 Letters of 
the Alphabet ſhould by mere Accident fall into one of the Verſe: 
of Horace, If he had ſaid the ſame thing with Rela- 
8 tion 
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a to his own Narrative, 1 might have allowed of 
at he ſays without doing my ſelf much Damage. 
t to go on | I can for the Readers Satisfaction 
ſure him, that this Account is more than pure 
deculation, ſince Experience tells us, that it 
a very common thing for Feathers to mart af- 
ter ſome ſuch Faſhion as this, if they be not well 
ied before they are put into Beds, Pillows, &c. And 
r this Reaſon it is (as I am told by thoſe who un- 
erſtand theſe Matters) that they uſually bake their Fea- 
ers before they apply them to theſe Purpoſes, that ſo 
drawing out all this Viſcous Moiſture , they may pre- 
ent them from running into theſe Heaps, Cakes, or 
rhatever you will call them. But yet after all theſe 
ttempts that I have made to give a natural Solution of 
ee Manner by which theſe Cakes of Feathers were 
ollected together, T muſt be ſo ingenuous as to let the 
eader know, that had I a ſufficient Proof that this 
tory is exactly true in all its Circumſtances , I ſhould 
ot look upon it as a thing wholly «nſurprizing, 

But it is here to be obſerved, that we have only Mr. 
Iragge's Evidence to ſupport the moſt conſiderable of 
em, which for ſome Reaſons TI ſhall hint at by and 
y, I do not think my ſelf obliged ſo much to rely up- 
Mn. Mr. Chauncy indeed /aw theſe Cakes of Feathers, 
nd ſo it is likely might ſeveral others; but as to the 
tructure and Compoſition of them (which is the on] 
hing that can be wondred at) that depends entirely 
pon Mr. Bragge's Authority. Mr. Chauncy did in 
ourt juſt mention theſe Feathers, and referred himſelf 
ra further Account to Mr. Bragge; which by the by 
ou'd have been but a very odd way of proceeding, 
| Mr. Chauncy had known any thing more of the Mat- 
er. For his Buſineſs there was not only to tell the Fudge 
Story: If that had been all, it might have been proper 
nough to have referred himſelf ro Mr. Bragge, as be- 
g perhaps the better Spokeſman of the Two; but he 
as called as an Evidence to atteſt the Truth, ſo far as 


he 


he could, of the Facts there related; and there 
ſhou'd have ſaid what he had known, if he did kn 
any 1 more, and not to have left it wholly to 
Bragge; for by this means the Credit of this Sto 
which wou'd then have been ſupported by Two Wi 
neſſes, ſtands now upon the ſingle Authority of oy 
It is therefore my Opinion, that the true Reaſon v 
Mr. Chauncy ſaid no more of theſe Feathers, was, 
cauſe he knew no more; ſo that we muſt now rely u 
on Mr. Bragge for the Truth of this Story, which 
muſt confeſs, I am not very inclinable to do. T 
Reader may perhaps be apt to think I am not ſo fair 
I ought to be, and I doubt not but Mr. Bragge will | 
very angry that I will not believe him : But when 
has made out the Truth of his Portſmouth Story, Ii 
then acknowledge my Fault, and ask his Pardon 
Mr. Bragge underſtands very well what I mean, 2 
knows that if it be true, it is a thing upon Record, an 
ſo, eafily proved; and therefore I ſhall content my (+ 
wich giving him this Hint, being unwilling to expok 
him too much to the World. All that I ſhall ſay fur 
ther upon this Story, is, that I could heartily han 
wiſhed that ſome of theſe Feathers had been preſerved 
it might have been perhaps more to Mr. Bragge's Cred 
and I am ſure much more to the Satisfaction of othe 
The Judge wiſhed he could have ſeen them ; and 
think his Deſire was reaſonable: For it was but juſt, u 
demand the Feathers to ſupport the Evidence, or elk 
to ſend the Evidence after the Feathers. 

I ſhall conclude this Head only with obſerving, Th: 
here is nothing in all this Story of the Feathers, whicl 
(ſuppoſing as Mr. Bragge would have it, that they wer 
ſome deviliſh Inchantment) does afford the leaſt ſhadov 
of Proof, that Fane Menbam was concerned in it. 

But we are now come to a Story which, of all othe 
ſeems to bid the faireſt for proving Anne Thorne's Diſot 
ders to be ſomething more than Natural. Page 30. W 
are told, That ſoon after ſhe was returned from the A 

he 
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ela es, on the 5th of March at Night, ſhe had a terrible 
Wit, and was oftentimes ſadly pinched, in the Breaſt, and 
ber Parts of the Boop And to ſhow that this was nei- 
er Fancy nor Falſhood, we are further informed, that 
ere were viſible Marks of theſe Pincbes remaining upon her 
body ſeveral Days after. Now it may here be enquired, 
ow it came to paſs, that this poor Maid ſhould be fo 
i(mally pinched. For admitting that every other Symp- 
om might be purely Natural, yet this Pinching may ſeem 
> be ſo uncommon and unheard-of a thing in any na- 
ral Diſtemper, as to be wholly unreſolvable into na- 
ral Cauſes. 

But now with regard to this Story. Here are again 
zveral Things very material to be enquired into, and 
hereof I find no manner of Account in Mr. B's Relation. 
Ind, in the firſt Place, I think it may reaſonably enough 
e moved, Whether or no this Anne Thorne were in Bed, 
r in her Cloaths, when ſhe complained of this Pinch- 


an 
0 g. The Story does not poſitively and clearly deter- 
pol ine this, but there are ſome Circumſtances in it (ſuch 
uit being done in the Night, and it being ſaid of ſome 


Perſons that they ſtood by her Bed-ſide) which do pretty 
uch incline me to believe the former. Now if this 
e the Caſe, it is very poſſible that this Wench might 
inch ber ſelf, at the very time ſhe complained of this 
pinching, without any body's being able to take any 
otice of it. But admitting that ſhe was in her Cloaths, 
nd ſo not capable of doing all this, can any body be 
ſſured that ſhe was pinched actually at the ſame time 
hat ſhe complained 2 Was her Body carefully ſearched 2? 
nd 15 1t certain that ſhe had none of theſe Marks about 
zer before cheſe Complaints? If not (as it is very likely) 

ight ſhe not then pinch or disfigere her ſelf by ſome 
ther means, ſome time before, when ſhe had an Op- 
dortunity, and afterwards feign her ſelf to be pinched ? 
Or might not theſe Marks be the Effect of ſome natu- 
at Diſtemper, and barely ſuch (I mean without any Pain 


tending them) which ſhe might afterwards appeal to, 
F to 
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to make her Tmpoſtures the more credible? Either of 
theſe may be ſuppoſed ; nor do I here find any thing 
that makes it any ways unlikely, unleſs it be, that theſe 
Marks always appeared freſh after her Complaining. But this 
is of no Eorce, becauſe ſome Marks will appear freſh 
for a long time; and I do not think it poſſible for any 
one barely, upon the Inſpection of ſuch a Mark as Mr. 
Brapge ſpeaks of, to ſay preciſely the Time when it was 
done. So that I ſee nothing of Contradiction here, to 
ſuppoſe either that theſe were bare Marks ariſing from 
pure natural Cauſes, and deſignedly made uſe of to ſup- 
port and give credit to this Story of her being pinched ; 
or that the Girl might be all this while her own Tormen- 
tor. To this latter indeed it may be ſaid, That it ſeems 
a thing unnatural for Perſons to put themſelves volunta- 
rily to ſo much Pain and Torture. But I do not ſay it 
was done voluntarily ; ſhe might be a little beſides her 
ſelf perhaps when ſhe did it. Beſides, if ſhe were not, 
T cannot tell what Motive ſhe might have to play the 
Impoſtor ; perhaps it was ſo much for her Intereſt to act 
her Part well, as to make her abundant Recompence for 
any Uneaſineſſes of that Nature. 

But if yet it cannot be admitted that this Girl had any 
Trick or Deſign in her Head, but that it was ſomething 
real, and in which ſhe was purely Paflive : It may, af: . 
ter all this Noiſe of outward Marks and Signs, be very 
reaſonably queſtioned, whether or no ſhe was truly and 
properly pinched. The Maid does not ſay that ſhe ſav 
any one pinch her; and therefore the moſt that can be 
ſaid is this, That the Girl often felt a Senſation in ſever 
Parts of her Body, like that which occaſioned by Pinching ; 
i. e. a quick and tranſient Pain in ſome Part, which, it 
ſeems, was followed by the ſame redneſs, blackneſs, &c. 
which are uſually ſeen upon ſuch Occaſions. But now 
what 1s here in all this which may not be occaſioned 
by ſome ſudden Contractions or Twitchings of the Fibres 
of thoſe Parts, and a Stagnation of the Blood and Hu- 
mours conſequent thereupon ? It is evident, that Pain 

an 
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4 all other Senſations, are (ſo far as our Bodies are 


of oncerned in them ) nothing more than a certain and 
"> eculiar Motion of the ſenſible Organs; and that ex- 
eſe ernal Objects affect us for no other Reaſon, than be- 
r- zuſe they are fitted or diſpoſed to move the Parts of our 


bodies after this or that peculiar manner. From whence 
t follows, that the Concurrence of theſe external Ob- 
>&s, to the railing of theſe Senſations in us, is purely 
\ccidental, (i. e. not neceſſary) and that the ſame Sen- 
ation Will-always follow the ſame Motion of the Organ, 
y what Force ſoever that Organ may be ſuppoſed to 
e moved. Now if this be the Caſe, why may not 
me internal and natural Cauſe, by exciting ſuch a kind 
df Motion in the ſenſible Parts of this Woman's Body, 
5 is uſually raiſed upon Pinching, raiſe the very ſame 
44 — in her as if ſhe were, and make her believe that 
he really was, pinched? I cannot ſee any thing abſurd 
all this. But becauſe this may be imagined to be no 
ore than pure Speculation, I would deſire the Reader 
o obſerve what the Judicious Dr. Sydenham has taught 
s concerning the Hyſterical Illneſs, He : 
ells us, hack is frequent in Diſtempers —_— Epiſtol. 

1 Ter ul. Cole, p. 
of this kind, for the Spirits to concenter 104, 126. 


') WW bem/el wes from all Parts of the Body, in a 

13 Bertain Point of the Pericranium, and to cauſe ſuch a arp and 
; Mercing Pain, as if a Nail were driven into the Skull. Which 
I. 


Solution he handſomely enough illuſtrates by the Com- 
pariſon of a Burning-glaſs ; where, as the Rays of Light 
ting with an united Force, burn with the greater ſtrength and 
puickneſs ; - ſo in this Caſe, the Spirits i impetuouſly al- 
ogether into one Part, do make a more quick and violent Di- 
ulſion of the ſenſible Membranes, Now, I ſay, if the Spi- 
its by theſe irregular and tumultuous Motion into the 
lead, can cauſe the ſame, or much ſuch ſort of, Pain, 
as if a Nail were driven into that Part, purely by gi- 
ing ſuch a peculiar Motion to thoſe Fibres ; Why may 
ot they, ruſhing upon any other Part, with another 
ind of Motion, raile alſo the Senſation of Nipping or 
© 2 Pinching, 


| (44) 
Pinching, by the Means of the ſame internal Cay, 
ſes 


But that this is a thing wery poſſible, we can no way 
ſo well prove as by ſhewing that it is in Fact true, Ani 
this I think we may in ſome Meaſure do from the 0h. 

ſervations of the above-mentioned Author, 
P. 108, 109. For in the ſame Diſſertation he tells us, 

That this Diſtemper (meaning the II. 
Proceſſus integ rical Ilneſs ) is apt not only to affett the Inter. 
ſeb lit. aff ft. nal Parts, but alſo the External, viz. th 
Muſcular Fleſh, eſpecially the Shoulders, Hand, 


Legs, and Thighs, cauſing ſometimes a Pain, and ſometime 


a Swelling upon the Part affected. He tells us further, that 


theſe Pains do leave behind them ſuch a Tenderneſs upon th 
Skin, as will hardly endure the Touch, juſt as if the Hal 
had been beaten. 

All this we learn ſrom this Sagacious and Accurate Phy. 
ſician; and it is what the daily Experience and Obſer- 
vation of others do abundantly confirm. And now | 
wou'd deſire Mr. Bragge to conſider a little, how much 
this differs from the Pinching, whereof we are now 
ſpeaking. It is, I think, at leaſt evident from hence, that 
Nature is able to go a great way in producing ſuch Ef 
feats, which, if if we did not daily obſerve them, 
wou'd appear to us to be very wonderful; and although 
T cannot ſay that theſe Two Caſes are exa&!y alike in al 
Circumſtances, yet their Features bear ſo great a Like. 
neſs to each other, that we may reaſonably enough 
ſuppoſe them to be Children of the ſame Parent. Iris 
not neceſſary that they ſhould be exa&y the ſame in al 
Reſpects; it is ſufficient for my Purpoſe, if any thing in 
Nature can be met with, that bears any Reſemblunce to 
the Caſe now before us: And if this be here granted 
me; as I think it cannot reaſonably be denied me, thoſe 
Difficulties, which may ariſe from ſome ſmall Diffe- 
rences between them, will be of no Moment: For it 
is by no means hard to be conceived, how Natur? 
ſhould often vary in the Methods of her operating in 
„ | Human 


= FO. - 
amanBodies ; and that the ſame Diſtemper ſhou'd ap- 
ear under different Faces, according to the Difference 
the Subjects upon which it reſides. This is all that I 
ave to ſay concerning this Matter, taking it for gran- 
4 that the Reader has already obſerved, that there is 
othing at all in it, which has any Relation to Jane 
enbam. 
There is now but one Story more, which remains to 
2 conlider'd ; and that is at P. 31. where we are told, 
bat a certain Woman accidentally e her Hand againſt 
Bed Head, immediately received Three Blows upon the Palm 
ber Hand, &c. It is not ſaid here who this Woman 
2s, that we can tell whether or no ſhe is to be believed, 
r not too much given to Fancy and Whimſy. It 
ight be the Lady that ſwooned away at the tak- 
g of the Pins, for any thing Mr. Bragge has told us, 
nleſs his ſaying, that She 22s one that had but little Faith 
theſe Matters, _— any thing to the contrary. But 
ppoſing it was ſomebody elſe, and that he was one 
ho formerly had no great Faith in Things of this 
ature, I do not know how much her Faich mgiht have 
een improved by thoſe many ſtrange Appearances that 
ad lately hapned, nor whether her Imagination might 
ot by this time have been wrought up to ſuch a Pitch, 
s would enable her to feel whatſoever ſhe pleaſed : But 
can ſay but little to this, for Want of a more expli- 
ite Knowledge of the Perſon here ſpoken of, the 
ircumſtances ſhe was then in, and the Manner of her 
cceiving this Blow; and therefore I ſhall not pretend 
give any Account for it, but ſhall leave it as I find it. 
And now I have likewiſe done with the Story of this un- 
appy Maid: In examining which I have, I hope, paſ- 
d by nothing that is material enough to be conſidered. 
There arg however ſome Circumſtances of a more ge- 
ral Nature, which frequently occur throughout this 
hole Narrative; and which therefore to avoid Repe- 
non, I deſignedly reſerved to be confidered by them- 
ves. And to theſe I now betake my ſelf, and ſhall 
in 


* 
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A the handling them, according to the Method firſt lai 
down, conſider what Foundation there is in them 9 
build this Opinion of Witchcraft on, and allo the Rey. 
ſons they afford to charge this Witchcraft particularly 
upon Jane Wenham. 
The Firſt that I ſhall take notice of, is that of Am 
Thorne's being ſo frequently recovered out of her Fits by 
Prayer, which, Mr. Bragge ſays, is ſo great an Argument 
7 their being immediately inflicted upon her by Evil Spirit, 

ith regard to which I muſt beg leave to enquire, 
1. Whether or no it be ſo certain as Mr. Bragge ſup. 
poſes, that ſhe was ever recovered out of any Fit at al 
by theſe Means ? This is a Queſtion which perhaps Mr 
| Bragge may not think ſo modeſtly put, after the Thing 
has been atteſted upon ſo many Experiments, and upon 
ſuch good Authority. Bur I do here declare, that I do 
not in the leaſt call in Queſtion the Credit of thoſe Per. 
| ſons who have atreſted theſe Things: I do verily believe 
them to be Perſons of Integrity; and do not make 
any doubt at all, but that Anne Thorne was, according 1 
all Appearance, recover'd out of many Fits by the Me- 
thod Mr. Bragge ſpeaks of. But then withal, I think it 
may reaſonably enough be doubted, whether or no ſhe 
did not very much impoſe upon thoſe about her, by mx 
king a ſhew of ſome Diſorders, which in themſelve: 
were really none. I do not ſay, that all ber Fits were 
no more than Sham and Impoſture ; on the contrary, 
I do verily believe, and have all along ſuppoſed, that 
ſhe did labour under ſome real Diſtemper: But then it 
does not neceſſarily follow, that all that ſhe ſeemed to 
have, were of the ſame kind. Anne Thorne might (if 
ſhe pleaſed ) mix and interſperſe ſeveral Counterfeit: 
with her real Diſorders; and this (we know) is no 
more than is common with all Deceivers, who imagine 
(and very juſtly too) that the moſt certain way to gain 
Credit to their Impoſtures, is to interweave them with 
ſomething that is real and true. What is here ſaid of 
Fits in general, may alſo be applied to the particular 
; dym— 
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mptoms of each Fir with relation to one another. 
or here too may be a Mixture of Truth and Falſ- 
lod, of ſuch Symptoms as are the Natural and Genu- 
e Offspring of the Diſtemper it ſelf, and of others 
hich are no more than the Effects of turbulent and 
er-heated Imaginat ion, or of ſfofnething worſe. 
From theſe Obſervations, there naturally ariſes a ve- 
conſiderable Difficulty, which muſt be very well 
2ard up, before we ſhall be able to come to any De- 
rmination of the Point between us; viz, How to 
ſtinguiſn between thoſe Fits of Anne Thorne which are 
e and real Diſtempers, and thoſe (if any there be of 
at kind) which are only Cheat, or the bare Deluſions 
Fancy and Imagination. Unleſs we can do this, all 
1, iPutes about Anne Thorne's being recovered out of ber Fits 
Prayer will be to very little purpoſe ; becauſe the ve- 
Terms of the Queſtion will be without any certain 
d determinate Signification ; it being one thing to be 
covered out of a true Fit by Prayer, and another to 
2 recovered out of a Diſorder which is counterfeited, ot 
beſt but the 21/4 Deluſions of a diſtemper'd Brain. Now 
ere is but one way that I'can think of, which wou'd 


nd to all Diſputes ariſing from it ; and that is, To 
ave obſerved, and carefully examined into every par- 
cular Symptom, that diſcovered ir ſelf at thoſe times, 
hen ſhe was thus recovered by Prayers, and to have 
own them to be ſuch as did of Neceflity argue the 


ay, wou'd have been the only way to have cleared up 
ll theſe Difficulties, and to have render'd the Story 


r. Bragge, was what might rea 
deCted from him, had he had any Regard to his own 
redit, or the Readers Satisfaction. But inſtead 
ff this, we find nothing but Darkneſs and Uncer- 
ainty; ſo little Exactneſs has been obſervad with 
elation to this particular, that I do here challenge him 
to 


ave ſettled this Point upon a clear Bottom, and put an 


it to have been a true and proper Diſtemper. This, 1 


lain and intelligible ; and this, 2 me leave to tell 
onably have been ex- = 


Symptoms of that Diſtemper which he calls à Fit, and 


underſtanding and judicious Men, but only to amuſe the It: 
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to ſhow ſo much as one Relation, where it is poſlih 
for any one to form a tolerable Judgment of that H 
from which ſhe is ſaid to have been recovered by Pray 
ers. Pag. 12. Mr. Bragge tells us ſhe had a diſmal Fi 
Pag. 15. that ſhe had ſeveral returns of her Fits, Pag.! 
that ſhe was in a villem Fit. Pag. 19. that ſhe had one N 
more. Pag. 22. that ſhe continued to have ber Fits, & 
Now I would fain know what is any one the wiſer fo 
all this? Or what could Mr. Bragge poſſibly propoſe t 
himſelf from this indiſtin& relation? What could he 
imagine, that any one who reads this Narrative of his 
ſhould be capable of underſtanding, by his ſaying i 
general Terms only, That the Maid was in a Fit in a vid 
lent Fit, &c. The Word Fit is a very complex Term 
and contains in it as many Notions almoſt as the Wort 
Di ſtemper. It ſignifies preciſely nothing at all; and there. 
fore all that any Man can gather from hence is no more 
than this, viz. That Anne Thorne was to all outward ar 
pearance in ſome diſorder, out of which ſhe was recovered by 
Prayer. Had Mr. Bragge therefore a mind to have made 
the World believe, that there was any thing wonder- 
ful in all this, he ought to have ſer down the particula 


out of which ſhe was recovered by Prayer. At leaſt, 
he ſhould never have omitted ſuch (if any there were) 
which gave demonſtration that the Diſtemper was tru 
and real. By this means, he would have given every 
one an opportunity of judging as well as himſelf, and 
thereby wholly diſcharged himſelf as a Relator. Where- 
as, by omitting ſuch things as theſe, it looks as if he 
had not intended theſe Accounts for the Information 0 


norant, who are ready enough to take things in groſ. 
But to go on, | 

P. 11. we find Mr. Bragge ſomething more exad, 
and giving us one Symptom of that grievous Fit which 
Anne Thorne is there faid to have had upon her. But the 
misfortune is, it is ſuch a one as will do him no manne! 
1 0 
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e kindneſs ; beſays here ſhe was Spaechleſi, (i. e. I ſup- 
Hoſe withowr ſpeech) and fo indeed it is faid of her in 
Wome other Places. But before I can believe there is 
any thing ſtrange in all this, I would firſt deſire to 


now what Mr. Bragge underſtands by any Perſons be- 
mg (peechleſs ? Is it, not to ſpeak becauſe one cannot, or be- 
cauſe one will not? If the latter, what wonder is it, that 
a Wench who deſigned to play the Cheat, and make 
People believe ſhe was inchanted, ſhould vouchſafe to 
open her Mouth when any one was praying by her? But 
his perhaps is not Mr. Bragge's Notion of being ſpeech- 


ſaid) ſhe could not ſpeak. But how does Mr. Bragge know 
all this? Why for no other reaſon that I can ſee than 
beeghnſe ſhe did not ſpeak. May not then a Perſon hold his 
ongue and ſay nothing if he ſees ſo fit? Is it neceſ- 
ſary that this Maid ſhould never be ſilent, but when ſhe 
ould not be otherwiſe ? I have often heard, that Wo- 
men-kind are much given to uſe their Tongues ; but I 
did not know till now, that it was Eſſential to them to be 
always prating. In plain Terms, the Tongue is fo 
uch at our own diſpoſal as nothing more; ic may be 
uſed or notuſed,juſt as our Humours lead us. And there- 
fore I think it is but a weak way of reaſoning, to con- 
clude, that becauſe a Perſon who ſaid nothing before, 
is obſerved to come to her Tongue immediately upon 
hearing any one at Prayers, that therefore ſhe was re- 
coverd by Prayers out of any true and real Diſtem- 
per. 
P. 6. We read, that beſides her being ſpeechleſs ſhe 
had ſtrange Tremblings and Convuiſions of. the Body; but 
neither will all this in the leaſt help him. For it is to be 
obſerved, that this was not ons of thoſe Fits out of 
which ſhe was recovered by Prayer, neither do I find 
I throughout this whole Book, that ever ſhe was reco- 
cred from any Convulſions at all, by the means of 
Prayer : beſides, if ſhe were, we are all this while as 
much in the Dark as ever. For we are not told (which 
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. She was ſpeechleſs he ſays, i. e. (he ought to have 


EF: ©. 
we certainly ought to have been) upon what Parts of the 
Body theſe Convulſions were, and whether upon the 
Muſcles that ſerve to voluntary or iwvolumary motions. If 
theſe Muſcles which are here ſaid to be convulſed, 
were under the Power and Regulation of the Wil, there 
is nothing in Nature more eaſily counterfeited than 
theſe Convulſions ; and therefore till this be clearly de- 
cided, it is impoſſible for one to know what to beleive 
concerning it. I do admire, that any Man of Senſe 
and Judgment ſhould thus confound and jumble things 
together, which ought ſo carefully to have been di- 

ſtinguiſned! Surely, Mr. Bragge muſt have a very odd 
Notion of Mankind, to think any one would be per- 
ſwaded to ground an Opinion upon ſo weak and un- 
certain a Foundation ! It would have been tolerahle 
enough to have heard an ignorant Mechanick, or an Ola 
Woman in a Chimney-corner talking at this rate; but 
for a Philoſopher, and one that ſets up for an Hiſtorian 
too, to write after this lame and imperfe& manner is 
what I think is hardly. pardonable. 45, 

At P. 31. we have an account of another Fit, out of 
which ſhe was recover'd by Prayer, and where Mr. 
Bragge has obliged us with an account of one Symptom. 
But here to countenance us a little, we have it ſeems 
the Opinion of a very able Phyſician, that it might be 
no more than counterfeit. But perhaps the Doctor's Opi- 
nion does not weigh much with Mr. Bragge, (tho' I 
perceive he can rely very much upon it, when it ſerves 
his turn) he is a perfect Infidel, he tells us, in theſe Ca- 
ſes, and therefore what he ſays he would have us ſup- 
poſe, not to be ſo free and unprejudiced as it ought to be. 
Beſides, the Girl is now ſadly prone which ſhews the 
Diſtemper to be ſomething real. Well let this be ſo for 
once ; and will Mr. Bragge ſay, that ſhe was recover'd 
cut of this by Prayer ? Pray let him look back to P. 
20. where he will find under his own Hand, That al- 
though ſhe WAS prayed by all that Day yet ſhe was ever and 
anon moſt ſadly pinch'd, In this Caſe then, the only. 
= Symptoms 
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by mptom which could not be counterfeited , could not 
de removed by Prayer. | 
In ſhort, there is but one Fit in this whole Book 
beſides thoſe of her Running, and Leaping , 
fter thoſe uncommon Rates) but what may, for any 
hing Mr. Bragge has told us to the contrary, be pure 
heat and Impoſture, and that is at P. 18. Here we 
Ire told, that ſhe was as cold as a dead Corpſe, ber Noſe 
inch'd, her Pulſe and Breath gone. Now the Motion of 
he Heart upon which all theſe Symptoms depend, is 
together involuntary, theſe therefore I grant could not 
de counterfeited. If therefore ſhe can be recovered 
put of this Fit by Prayer, I will ſay not one Word 
ore, but freely grant the thing that Mr. Bragge 
Fires. But now what an unlucky Accident is this ? 
his, which is the only Inſtance that could have done 
Mr. Bragge any ſervice, bears dire&ly againſt him. 
Here it ſeems Prayers are of no manner of Service, 
either is it poſſible to recover her, till Fane Wenbam 
by coming in unties the Inchantment, But of that by and 
By this time I hope Mr. Bragge is ſomewhat ſenſible 
hat I was not ſo unreaſonably ſcrupulous when Lag; 
he Queſtion , Whether or no it was ſo certain as 
ends, that Anne Thorne was really recovered 0 
it by Prayer? For, after all this Noiſe and Bu 
has been made about it, it does not appear that ever ſhe 
vas (I mean, out of ſuch Fits, as were true and real Di- 
ſtempers ). And I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, That 
the Methods then taken were not likely to bring this 
Matter to a fair Determination.For theſe Prayers were al- 
ways uſed in the Hearing and Preſence of the Girl, 
(for, it ſeems, ſhe was all along wery ſenſible) and 
this gave her all the Scope imaginable to play the 
Cheat, if ſhe had any Inclinations ſo to do, Whereas 
had theſe Perſons prayed by themſelves? in a private 
Room, ſo that ſhe could not have had the leaſt Know- 
ledge or Intimation of mw this would have 1 
| 8 2 a 
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very true, but nothing at all to his * For it b 
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all Counterfeit in the Maid her ſelf, and cut off 3 
Suſpicion of it in others. Whether or no Prayers offer. 
ed up to God after this manner, are leſs effectual than 
thoſe which are offer'd up in the Sick Perſon's Pre. 
ſence, is not my Buſineſs to determine. Thus much 
is certain, That if the Maid had recovered fo many 
times together, when ſhe was prayed for in private, 
this would have been a ſtrong Proof, that there wa 
ſomething in her Caſe more than ordinary. But her 
Recovering upon being pray'd for in her own Pre- 
ſence, does by no means prove thus much ; ( unleſs it 
be firſt ſhown that her Fits were real) becauſe ſhe be- 
ing ſo ſenſible of what was doing, might eafilyf 
come out of them at that time, if they were no more 
than Counterfeit. But, * 


2. Becauſe I promiſed to deal very fairly, I will now 
grant all that Mr. Bragge would have, and ( for Argu- 
ment-lake ) ſuppoſe that Anne Thorne was recover'd ot 
of real Fits, by the Methods whereof we are now ſpeat- 
ing. For even this being admitted, I can by no means 
ſee, how it is ſo convincing a Proof as Mr. Bragge pre- 
tends , That.theſe Fits were immediately inflicted by evi v 
Spirgs. He tells us, indeed, (to prove this) That o Wil c 
. has preſcribed Prayer, as the beſt Remedy againſt tu 
Pa gy and Malice of Satan; That there is great Force in ] 
it, to drive out evil Spirits; and that our Saviour and v0 < 
Apoſtles caſt out many Devils by that means All this i 


but an odd way of Arguing, to ſay, That becauſe D. 
wils may be caſt out by the Force of Prayer , that therefore al 


Curing of Diſtempers. by this means, is Caſting out Devil © 
If indeed our Saviour had told us, that Prayer was eſſe © 
ctual in Curing ſuch Diſtempers oniy as are inflicted H 
Evil Spirits, then Mr. Bragge's Argument wou 
have been ſtrong and good: But to this we are told th 
contrary. For the Apoſtle St. James adviſes, Fam. 5. 11 ] 
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the Church , and let them pray over bim, anointing bim 
th Ol in the Name of the Lord: And then promiſes, 
at the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the ſick , and the Lord 
pl raiſe him up. It is not here ſaid, If any Man be 

itched among you, or be poſſeſſed with an Evil 3 : 
t if any man be ſick ; meaning all Sorts of Diſtem- 
ers whatſoever. And it is, I think, beyond Diſpute, 
at it was frequent , not only in the Times of Chriſt 
d his Apoſtles, but for many Years after, for Bi- 
ops of the Church to cure many Natural Diſtem- 
ers by this means. So that Anne Thorne's being re- 
over'd out of her Fits by Prayer, is every whit as 
ood an Argument to prove her Diſtemper to be Na- 
ural, as it is to prove it inflicted by an Evil Spirit; 
ne for this very Reaſon it is an Argument for nei- 
her. All that it proves (if it be true) is, That God has 
ot yet wholly withdrawn this miraculous Power of Curing 
Diſeaſes, frem bis Minifters; but as to the Nature of the 
Diſtemper which is thus cured, it is no manner of an 
Argument, either one way or the other. 


But we are now come to ancther Conſideration, 
which ſeems not only to be an Argument of Witch- 
craft, but which does alſo ſeem to affix this Witcheraft 
upon Jane Wenham ; and that is, the Recovery of Anne 
Thorne out of ber Fits immediately upon Jane Weh m' 
coming to ber. But here again Mr. Bragge, acco to 
his peculiar Way of relating, has told us only in gene- 
ral Terms, that ſhe was in a Fit; or if he has attempted 
at any time to deſcribe theſe Fits to us, it is done with 
ſo little Care and Exactneſs, that it is impoſſible that any 
one ſhould be able to form any. certain Judgment con- 
cerning them. We are told that ſhe was 
ſpeechleſs ; that her Eyes were ſhut; that ſhe P. 9, 10,11, 
ſeemed to be in great Miſery and Torture, ina 12, 17. 
$wooy, Dead, and the like, Now what any | 
Man is able to gather from all this (unleſs he is able to 
conjure,} I cannat for my part imagine, What, I "_ 
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fain know, did Mr. Bragge ſee in Aue Thorne at thy 
time, which made him think ſhe 27 in a Soon, or Deal 
What Symptoms were then upon her, that we may hy 
aſſured, theſe fainting Fits, which ſhe ſeemed to be 

were truly and properly ſuch? I am not able to gue 
what Mr. Bragge means by ſeeming to be Dead, or [ee 

ing to be in a Swoon, any more than that he and pet 
haps the reſt of the Perſons about her, thought her tg 
be ſo : But how far his, or their Judgments, are to be re 
lied upon in this Caſe, depends upon ſomething that | 
know nothing of, I mean their Skill in thoſe Matters, and 
the Care and Exatneſs that were made uſe of in examining 
into every particular Circumſtance of her Diſorder. And there. 
fore, till I have better Information about theſe things, 
IT cannot avoid being in the ſame Doubt that T was in 
with relation to the former Story; viz. Whether ever 
ſhe was recovered out of any Fits at all by Jane Men 


bam's coming to ber. The Story indeed that is mentionel 
Page 18. may perhaps ſeem to put this Matter beyond 1 
diſpute. This I obſerved before, and acknowledge now, A 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be ſome real Diſtemper ; and yet it F F 
js here ſaid, that ſhe was recovered at the ſight of Jane Wen A 
ham. But I obſerve here, that ſince it does not appear f 
that any other of her Fits were of the ſame Nature, this N 
comes now to be conſidered as one ſingle Caſe, which Pn 
(bX2abuſe it may be no more than Accident) in my hum- * 


ble Opinion is not ſufficient to juſtify this Charge of 
Witchcraft. If ſhe had never recovered but this one time, 
I dare ſay no body would have been ſo raſh and fooliſh- 
ly credulous, as to have thought it a good Argument to 
fix this Witchcraft upon Fane Wenham. But if the other 
Fits were not real Diſtempers, this will then be truly 
the Caſe: This Story will then ſtand alone, and the 
Force of the others which ſhould ſupport and eſtabliſh it, 
will be entirely loſt. 6 e 
But I need not inſiſt upon this Argument, ſince Mr. 
Brogge himſelf has unluckily put one much better into 
my Han d. He has given us an Account of a —_ 
825 | | = Perſon 
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ſon, who was porn to have been be- &, « w; 
iched, and who alſo was recovered out of Par, 2. p. 
Fits by the Touch of her, who was 11, 12. 
zught to have been the Perſon that had 
iched her. But an ingenious Perſon being there pre- 
t, and objecting, it ſeems, that this Experiment was 
e ſufficient to find the Priſoner Guilty (who was now 
don her Tryal) ſince the afflicted Perſon perceiving the 
itch to touch her, * counterfeit all thoſe violent 
otions, which, upon that Occaſion, were obſerved in 
er: It was deſired by the Judge, that ſome Eminent 
entlemen would attend this diſtempered Perſon, while 
e was in one of her Fits at the other End of the Hall, 
d bring one of the Witches to her. They did ſo, it 
ers, and the Maid being blinded, one Amy Duny was 
ought near, but another Perſon touched her, and the 
ouch had the ſame Effect as that of the Witches had 
fore. 
This is the Story, as Mr. Bragge himſelf has related 
and becauſe I know he has a large Meaſure of Faith 
) beſtow upon things of this Nature, JI cannot in the 
aſt doubt but that he is fully perſwaded, that this Maid 
as bewitcbed, and that ſhe then laboured under ſome real 
diſtemper of Body, when ſhe was recovered by the 
Touch of this Woman. Give me leave therefore to 
Philoſophize a little upon this Matter, and endeavour 
0 give ſome Account of this extraordinary Accident. 
And in order to this, I do here, in the firit place, ſup- 
pole, that this Maid finding her ſelf in ſome {trange 
Diſorder, did really imagine her ſelf to be bewitehed, 
whether ſhe really was or not, it does not fignify ) 
Ind from the common Opinion that People had of this 
my Duny, and ſome other concurrent Circumſtances, 
id likewiſe ſuppoſe her to be the Perſon that had be- 
vieched her. This {trong Perſwaſion of hers, could 
ot poſſibly but raiſe in her the higheſt Hatred and A- 
erſion to this Woman, and the utmoſt Eagerneſs and 
Impatience to revenge her felt of her, whenever ſhe 
| | came 
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came in her way. From this Heat of Paſſion, and 
immoderate Thirſt after Revenge, there will naturglly 
ariſe a violent Commotion and Exagitation of tly 
Spirits; which cannot but cauſe very great Diſturban 
ces and Alterations in the Animal Oeconomy. By this the 
Blood, and other Humours, will receive a new Ferme 
tation, and be raiſed up into violent Ebullitions, and 
irregular Motions ; the ſolid Parts, which depend upoy 
theſe, will be variouſly altered in the Tone, and 
Movement of them; in a word, the whole Frame of 
the Body will be diſcompoſed and put out of Order, 
and Nature will exert it ſelf after the moſt ſtrange ani 
uncommon Methods. Hence thoſe diſtracted Looks 
that Sparkling of the Eyes, and Tremblings of the 
Joints, which we obſerve in Anger; that Sprighlinels d 
Countenance, thoſe Antick Geſtures, and Exultations, 
which we obſerve in Exceſs of Foy: Hence in ſhort, all 
thoſe different Faces which Nature puts on , in all the 
various Affections and Movements of the Soul. 

From this Foundation , it will be no hard Matter to 
give ſome tolerable Account of the Caſe before us: 
For this Maid ( as I before obſerved ) being under ſuch 
ſtrong Perſwaſions, that ſhe was bewitch'd by this Am 
Duny, it is eaſy to conceive, that immediately upon this 
Touch which ſhe received, Nature ſhould, by the Me- 
thods juſt now mentioned, be rowzed up, and by 1 
ſudden and violent Plunge extricate her ſelf out of thoſe 
Difficulties under which ſhe then laboured. Neither 
does it at all alter the Cafe , that it was not Amy Duny, 
but ſome other Woman, that then touched her; for 
Cas it was there righly obſerved ) this Maid might be, 
and doubtleſs was, deceived in the Perſon ; and ima- 
gine it to be the Witch, when it really was not. Andit 
is the very ſame thing with relation to all the Effeds 
and Conſequences, whether it were ſhe or any other 
that then couched her, provided the Maid did fully be- 
lieve , and was ſtrongly perſwaded, that it was really ſne. 


Mr. Bragge may not perhaps like this Solution of w_— 
| | ut 
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but 1 do aſſure him it is no more than whine qaiyihe 
confirmed by many parallel Inſtances. We ſe& bme- 
times Perſons in an n Fit, Apoplexy, or Leitharpy, 
ſuddenly brought co themſelves again by plucking of the 
i Hair, Burning, or nipping of the Skin, and ſuch like Me- 
thods ; nay, I have known many even breathing out their 
WF Gaſp, who have been revived again for ſeveral Days, 
Wonly by a ſbrill and ſudden ſcreaming with the Voice; 
Now all theſe Methods, however various in themſelves, 
o yer unanimouſly agree in the'Caaſe and Manner by 
which they operate, All that they do is to give a quick 
nu md ſudden Motion to the Spirits; and it is wonderful 
Mio think with what an uncommon Force Nature will 
Miruggle upon theſe Occaſions ; and how eaſily and ſpeedi- 
i will maſter che moſt violent and dangerous Diſor- 
mers, 3 | 88 f | 4 TL 
And now, I hope, we have in ſome Meaſure open'd 
he way to the Springs of this new Life, which Anne 
Done received at the Approach of Fane Wenham. The 
aſes are ſo exactly the ſame, that I take it for granted 
he Reader muſt have gone along with me in the Ap- 4 
plication of them to each other. She. was now in a vis 117 
lem Fit, which I ſuppoſe. either to be Hyſericdl'; 
pr ſomething lie it, and her Brain being in ſome Diſ- 1 
order, tho' not ſo as to render her wholly inſenſible of # 
her Condition, . ſhe has a ſtrong Perſwaſjon in her ſelf, i 
hat this Fane Menlam had bewnched her. No wonder =_ 
ben that upon the Approach of this Woman to her, | 
er languid Spirits were immediately alarm'd, that ſhe 
as rowzed andawakened out of her Fit, and that ſhe 
lirſted with Impatience after her Blood, whom ſhe ſup- 
Poſed to be the Occaſion of all her Miſeries. y 
We will now therefore give Mr. Brag ge Leave to ſup- 
poſe as many real Fits as he pleaſes, and doubt not hut — 
ſhall be able to ſolve them from the ſame Principles. 1 | 
bere is one thing alone, which may ſeem to be an Ob- | 
oon againſt what I have faid ; which is, That Anne 
borne newer recovered upon the Touch of any other Perſon, 
PEST e100 1 Ig SHEN 021 2803 altbough 
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alkgughſhe could not tell whe her it were the real Witch nm. 
But I do here very much wonder, how Mr. Bragg 
could ſay all this with ſuch an Air of Aſfurance. The 
Experiment. was never wade but once that I can find, 
and that at P. 16. Here we are told, That Anne 
Therne as in a Fit, and that every one of thoſe Women 


which Jane Wenham had accuſed , were brought 10 ber, 1 
Ke e raiſe her out of ber Fit. Well, what dil 
they gg Why, Mr. Bragge himſelf tells us, that thy 
touched Ber, and [poke to her. And yet he tells us here, 
That Anne Thorne ever recovered at tle Touch of an 
Perſon beſides Jane Wenham, alhough ſhe.could not tell whe 
ther it were ſhe or. no. But is it credible, that Anne Tom 
ſhould have been thus long conyerſant witn Jane Ven. 
bam, and not know her 5 her Voice? Surely a Mu 
muſt have neither Care, nor Shame, that can write 2 
this rate! But let us proceed. After theſe Women had 
tried to recover Anne Thorne , and could do no goot 
wich- her, we are told immediately, that Jane Wenban 
was brought to her privately, and that then Anne Then: 


 prelendy 1 her. But how privately, I would know, 
was: all chis done* Was it / privately that Mr. Bragg 
cxv;be ſatisfied, that ſhe had no Hint or Intimation of 
it 2. He talks ſo colaly, and ſo /paringly here, that I almoſl 
begin to ſuſpect that he bimlelf knows not how to at 
firm this. Well! but at P. 12. ( which is the on) 
Place beſides, where we read of Jane enbamss bein 
brought to Anne Thorne privately) Mr. Bragge tells u 
ſomething more, which is, that her Eyes were cloſed 
But was it therefore impoſſible, that ſhe ſhould knov 
any thing of Jane I enbam's coming to her? Is Mr 
Bragge lure that ſhe did not peep out a little under he 
Eye-lids ? Lack-a-day, he does not conſider how expe! 
fuch' young Wenches are at leering. But once more, 
wou'd know , Were her Ears cloſed as faſt as her Eye: 
Was ſhe not able to hear, becauſe ſhe could not ſee? 
Mr. Bragge aſſured, that amongſt ſuch a Fhrong « 
People that was generally about her, LY 
ot 
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coming ? I am very much afraid, that he cat give 


o good Anſwer to all theſe Queſtions but till'lie can 
mult beg leave to be of Opinion, that Anne Thorne di 
ome way or other ſmell out What they were a doing, 
and knew very well that was the Witch that touched 
her. BW „ 
But if now after all this, the Devil muſt be concern- 
4 here, I ſee not yet what Ground they have from 
dence to charge Witchcraft upon Jane Wenbam. A 
Witch, according to Mr. Bragge's own 5 
Notion, is one be conſents by any Part 2. P. 29. 
aague or Contract to make Uſe of tbe a 
id and Aſſiſtance. of the Devil. But nqw for my 
Life I cannot ſee, how it follows from this Maid's Re- 
covery out of her Fits upon Jane Menbam's coming in, 
that there ever was ſuch a Contract made between her 
and the Devil. If this Diſtemper depended upon the 
Devil's Power, may not the Devil ſuſpend this Power, 
and take off the Diſtemper whenſoever he' pleaſes ? 
Was, it not as eaſy for him to do this upon any other 
Perſons coming into the Room, as it was upon Fane 
Henbam 's? Suppoſe then that is had come in theDeyil's 
Head to have taken off this Charm, and releaſed the 
Maid out of her Fit, exactly at the Time that Mr. 
Bragge came in, wou'd any one have been ſo mad as 
immediately to have concluded Mr. Bragge to have been 
4 Conjurer ? I dare ſay, Mr. Bragge will not like this 
1 Concluſion ; but why then will he. be ſo partial, as to 
call Jane Wenbam a Witch, upon the very fame Foun- 
dation upon which he wou'd think it very hard himſelf 
to be ſo thought of? Mr. Bragge will ſay perhaps, that 
this is not tie ſame Caſe; for ane I enbam is known to 
be a * wicked Woman; and beſides, ſhe. is already 
under ſtrong Suſpicions of, Witchcraft. Very right; 
but ſhe is 8 I think, the more proper Perſon 
for the Devil to play his Pranks upon. If he was con- 
Kerned in the raiſing up Anne Thorne at the Touch or 
* — I $ . is Ws > 2 Co a0% Ap- 
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dther did not unluckily blab out, that F ane Wea * was ' 


thing it ſelf, is it not 


F 
Approach of Jane Menham, it was doubtleſs with x Ne. 
Deſign:to bring her under the Name and Scandal of i e 
Witch, and perhaps to deſtroy her; but this he wou's Wh, 
have found it a very hard Matter to have done, had ſhe; 
been a Perſon of an Eſtabliſhed Credit and Unſullyd 
Reputation. Beſides, it is reaſonable enough to think, ko 
that God wou'd not have permitted him to have brought Mr 
ſo foul a Character upon any one that is truly Goo 
and Virtuous; but I cannot ſay the fame for thoſe who 
are otherwiſe. Fane Wenham may, for any thing 1a 
know, deſerve that Puniſhment which God has now ar 
laid upon her; and he may, for that Reaſon, have given He. 
her up-wholly to the Devil's Mercy, to be dealt with n 
juſt as he ſhall think fit to uſe her. So that after all chis Hat 
to do, about Anne Thorne's Recovery at the Approach gf Wi 
fon Menbam, nothing more can be argued from hence 

even ſuppoſing the Devil was concerned in it) than 
that he had an Intention of doing Miſchief to them 
both. To the one, by afflicting her with Bodily Di- 
ſeaſe; and to the other by bringing her under a ſuſpi- 
cion of being the Perſon who acts as his Inſtrument, 
and who is the occaſion of all thoſe Sufferings. [Wi 

But if this will not do, here are it feems ſeveral MB: 
other Marks and Characters, which are ſufficient to fix Wth 
Witchcraft upon Fane Wenham, The firſt of which is Net 
Aune Thorn's crying out upon her, in all her Intervals as th: N 
oceaſion of all her Torments, This Mr. Bragge ſeems to lay Ip 
a mighty ſtreſs upon, whenever he has occaſion to tt 
ſpeak of it. But with all due ſubmiſſiou, I take it to be I ti 


a Plea ſo very weak, as nothing in Nature can be more. 
Pray is it not poſſible for a crack-brain'd Creature to Hit 
believe her ſelf bewitch'd when there is really nothing It 


in it? And if it be dea to be thus miſtaken in tt 
ikewiſe poſſible, nay. is it not .. 


ceſſarꝝ that ſhe ſhould miſtake in the Author of it? Ori! 
it not poſſible, that one who has a deſign to play Tricks 1 
and ſer, her Neighbours a ſtaring, to feign her ſelf be-. 
.-witched, and then'td make a \ 


age Ourcry upon arty 


* Perſon 
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erſon that ſerves beſt for her purpoſe ? All theſe things 
re very poſſible, and therefore till it be proved that 
ne Tharne is really bewitched, her crying out againſt 
ene Wenham will prove no more, than either that ſhe 
inks ſhe has bewitched her, or has a mind that other 
nk, Wolks ſhould think ſo. But neither, if this could be 
ght proved, do I ſee any great good it can do: For I can 
ol Wy no means think it neceſſary, that when any Perſon 
Tho bewitched, the Devil muſt needs inform him of the 
* [Mnſtrument he has made uſe of. He might, as far as we 
ow Wan tell, take poſſeflion of Anne Thorne and yet leave 
en her wholly in the Dark upon whoſe Errand he came; 
ith Wind if ſo, I am nor as yet, I muſt confeſs, ſo entirely 
his Hatisfy'd with Anne Thorne's Infallibility, as to think ſhe 
$f nigh nor poſſibly miſtake and charge the Witcherafr 
ce upon a wrong Body. In this Caſe, if Jane Wenham had 
been never ſo innocent, ſhe would have been ſure not- 
ithſtanding to have had all rhe Miſchief laid at her 
Door; for ſhe having ſo long been ſuſpected by all her 
Neighbours, Anne Thorne it is likely would have been 
ready enough to have concluded it was ſhe, without 
Riu her ſelf the trouble of looking out any further. 
But after all, I ſee no abſurdity in ſuppoſing here, that 
the Devil himſelf might be the Deceiver ; his Credit I 
think is not ſo very good, that what he ſays muſt al- 
ways be depended upon. And therefore, he might 
perhaps put it into Anne Thorne's Head, that this Mo- 
to ¶ ther Venbam had bewitched her, when at the ſame 
ve time it might neither be ſhe nor any other Perſon. 
e. The Threatnings of Fane Wenham to Anne Thorne, do 
0 MW indeed ſeem to carry a much greater force along with 
chem; and were I affured, that Fane Wenham did threa- 
„ ten thoſe very Diforders to Anne Thorne which fell upon 
'- WT her afcerwards, it would have inclined me very ſtrong- 
5 WW ly ro conclude, that ſhe is ſome ſuch Perfon as Mr. 
5 WI Bragge pretends her to be: For this, if done for ſeveral 
- WF fimes ſucceſſively, would have been a convincing proof 
ok her being conſcious of her having receiv'd this * 
I ., | Wy 
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from the Devil, and conſequently an Argument g 
ſome League, Contract, or Aſſurance, made with, or re. 
ceived from him. But now to ſhow the Reader with 
how little Judgment Mr. Bragge has apply'd this Conſ. 
deration to the Caſe of Fane Wenham, I would deſire 
him to obſerve theſe following Particulars. 

. That we have no ſufficient Aſſurance from him, 
that Anne Thorne was ever threatned at all ;and in this Point 
I am willing to allow Mr. Bragge more Latitude than he 
has allowed himfelf. He tells us P. 30. That one thing 
which fix d this Witchcraft upon Jane Wenham, was he 
Threatning Anne Thorne after ber ju f running for Sticks; 
he therefore puts the Iſſue of the whole Cauſe (I mean 
ſo far as the Threatnings of Fane Wenbam are concerned) 
upon this one Threatzing. But now I will here be ſg fair 
with him, as to take in all thoſe Paſſages where the 
Threatnings of ' Fane Wenham are mention'd throughout 
this whole Narrative, and conſider what grounds of 
Truth and Certainty are contained in them. Her ſaying 
to Mr. Gardiner, when ſhe left his Houſe, That if ſb 
could not have Fuſt ice done there, ſue would have it ſomewbe 
elſe, will not I ſuppole, be conſider'd as a Threatning. All 
that ſhe can be thought to have intended by that is, That 
fince Mr. Gardiner bad not in her Opinion allowed ber a ſuff: 
cent ſatisfattion, for the Indignities that had been offered i 
ber. by John Chapman, ſbe would have recourſe to ſome. other 
Merbeds of doing her ſelf Fuſtice. What theſe Method ke 
were, ſhe did not ſay, and for that reaſon no one can { 
pretend to determine preciſely what was her meaning; 7h 
poſſibly ſhe might think of going to Sir Henry Cba un ¶ tt 
again, or to ſome other Juſtice of, the Peace; or poſſ.¶ b. 
bly ſhe might intend to ſatisfy her ſelf, by taking ſome u 
8 Revenge upon the Perſon, who had injured her. 1; 

ut however this be, it is certain, that Anne Thorne cannot b 
here be ſaid to be hretned. One would be inclinable to : 
C 

} 

y 


think; that if any one was here 1hregtned it was Joby 
Chepman, for he was the Perſon, that ſhe ſuppos'd had 
done her wrong, and he muſt therefore haye 1 | 
11 | | ; gi ) \s 


"I . 
d, if ſhe had (what 'ſhe called) Juſtice done. ber. 


te. he firſt Time therefore that it can be pretended that 
ih e Thorne was threatned is at Page 5. after ſhe had 
een running for Sticks. Here we are informed, that 


ane Menbam told Anne Thorne, that, if ſhe told any more 
eb Stories of ber (meaning, that ſhe had bewitched her) 
t ſhould be worſe for ber than it had been yet, But now, 
ere is not one Perſon beſides Anne Thorne her ſelf, that 
5 pretended to have heard Fane Menbam ſay all this: 
we Thorne alone affirms it; Fane Wenham as confident- 
y denies it: But here is not ſo much as a third Perſon 
to decide the Controverſy, and tell us which of them 
is to be believed. We are told indeed, That whereas 
Fane Wenbam ſaid that ſhe was at Weſton, when Anme 
Tine (aid ſhe was threatned by her; Thomas Ireland made 
Oath, rhat he ſaw ber in the Town of Walkerne, within 
three Minutes of that very time. This indeed (if true) 
proves Jane Menbam to be a Liar, but it does not prove 
* to be a Witch ; for ſhe might poſſibly be in Town 
at that time that ſhe is here ſaid to have thregtned Anne 
Morne, and yet never ſo much as have ſeen her. This 
l Story then depending purely upon Aane Thorne's Evi- 
dence, is with me of no weight at all. The next and 
only Place beſides, where there is mention made of any 
Hreatning is at, P. 30. Where we are given to under- 
ſtand, That Jane Wenham told William Burroughs of Wal- 
Lerne, who went to ſee her in Priſon, That Anne Thorne 
i ſhould not be well; and that at the ſame time ſhe alſo 
"Wl chreatned Anne Street, ſaying, That ſhe ſhould be worſe. But 
' this was only atteſted to Mr. Bragge, and never ſworn to 
before any Magiſtrate ; neither has Mr. Bragge given 
us the leaſt Knowledge of the Character of this Mil- 
liam Burroughs, that we may be aſſured he ought to be 
believed in what he ſays. So that this whole Story of 
Jane Menbams threatning Anne Thorne, although a thing 
of the utmoſt Importance, depends wholly upon tlie 
Evidence of Ame Thorne her ſelf, and of Willium Bur- 
Vong be, l. e. of No-body, and of Some- body, aue Hiau ur 
100, 5 2. The 
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2. The next Thing that I would deſire the Ready 
to take Notice of, is, That Jane Wenbam « not ſo mu 
as pretended ever to have threatned Anne Thorne, befor: | 
was actually ſeized with theſe Fits, Before her firſt ru 
ning for Sticks, as I have proved, and as Mr. Bragge ſeen 
to grant, ſhe was not once threatned ; and we may ob 
ſerve the ſame Thing with relation to Anne Street; ſhe 
was never threatned at all before, P. 30. And then Mr, 
Bragge himſelf confeſſes, that ſhe had been in the like Con. 
dition with Anne Thorne for ſeveral Days before. Now 
to me this ſeems to be a very plain Proof, that Jan 
Wenham was not at all conſcious to herſelf of any Power 
that ſhe had, of bringing theſe. Diſorders upon theſe 
Perſons ; for if ſhe had, it is very likely that ſhe would 
have been as forward to have threatned them beforw az 
ſhe was afterwards. Neither will it help Mr. Bragge to 
ſay, that ſhe might forbear threatning theſe Perſons be- 
fore they were ſeized with theſe Diſtempers, on put. 
poſe that ſhe might not be ſuſpeRed ; for this Argument 
bears full as ſtrong againſt himſelf as it does againſt me; 
it being as good a Proof, that ſhe ought not ever to have 
threatned them at all, as that ſhe ſhould not threaten 
them before theſeDiſorders fell upon them. But it is no great 
Matter, whether we can from hence prove that Far: 
Wenham was not conſcious to herſelf of any Power that 
ſhe had over theſe Perſons, provided it cannot be pro- 


ved by this Argument that ſhe was. And that it cannot, i 


I think will appear very Evident, if we conſider, ' 

3. The Manner in which Jane Wenham expreſſed her ſelf 
in theſe I breatnings. Theſe , we may obſerve, are all 
of them made up of ſuch General Terms , that any 
one alive might = the ſame thing, without being in 
any great Danger of being miſtaken. The moſt that 
ever ſhe ſaid, was, That ſhe ſhould be worſe ; that (be ſhould 
not be well, and the like. Now theſe are ſuch compre- 
henſive Words, that they are equally applicable to any 
Kind of Diſorder incident to Human Badies: And 
therefore, ſhe can be no more faid (by dying, ws 
= Ords 
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Symptoms which ſhe afterwards labour'd under, 
in ſhe can be ſaid to have threaten'd her with the 
one, Gout, or any other Illneſs; ſince whatſoever 
diſorder might fall upon her, it might with equal Pro- 
jety of Speech be laid, That ſhe was not well, Had 
e threaten'd any particular Diſaſter to Anne Thorne, 
here we could have diſtinguiſhed her Meaning, ſuch 
Co: being Blind, Lame, Deaf, &c. and it had happen'd ; 
ons indeed would have been ſomething. But for a Per- 
ann to ſee another ſick before her Eyes, and then to 
"ery no more of her, than that ſhe ſhould not be well yet ; 
r, that ſhe ſbould be worſe ; this is ſuch a Piece of Black 
ſrt, as moſt Old Women think themſelves learn'd in. 
t V, perhaps, but an even Chance, whether a Perſon 
hat is ſick , ſhall be well, better, or worſe ; and there- 
ore whatever Jane Wenham had ſaid of Anne Thorne, 
e would have had a very fair Throw to be in the 
ight, eſpecially if ſhe had (as we may reaſonably 
uppoſe ſhe had) any tolerable Knowledge of the. 
ure of her Diſtemper. The Threatnings ther 
Fane Wenham to Anne Thorne, tho' never ſo true, 0 

r. Bragge no Service, in proving Jane Wenbam tO be 
1 Witch ; becauſe they are not ſuch as are neceſſarily 
equired in this Caſe; i. e. They are ſuch as cannot 
prove, that Fane Venbam was conſcious to her ſelf of 


hich afterwards diſcover'd themſelves in Anne Thorne ; 
hich is the only thing that can give ſuch Threatnings 
the Force of an Argument. 

But all this, ir — is not enough to clear Jane 
Wenham ; who (to convince all the World of the Ju- 
ſtice of that Opinion which they had all along enter- 
tain'd of her) now confeſſes that ſhe is a Witch; and 
that ſhe had a Hand in Bewitching Anne Thorve, And 
of this I am not willing to doubt, it being 5 5 

Watteſted by ſo many Credible and Subſtantial ee. 


Witneſſes. Bu: then, I am here very deſirous to know 
what 


ords) to have threaten'd Anne Thorne with thoſe ves 


any Power that ſhe had of Cauſing thoſe Diſorders, | 


1 the Devil? Did ſhe explain her ſelf upen 
cheMFerms ? Did ſhe ſay that ſhe had receiv'd any 
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what ſhe meant by being a Witch ; and whether it he 
certain, that ſhe uſed that Word Witch, in the fame 
Senſe in which Mr. Bragge all along underſtands it! 
Doubtleſs ſhe could not but be ſenſible, that ſhe had for 
many Years paſt lived in a continual Courſe of Wick. 

edneſs; That ſhe had a very malicious and enviou 
Mind; That ſhe had by this been often moved t 
wiſh People Harm, and that ſometimes her Wiſhe 
had been accompliſhed. Poſſibly too ſhe might be ſo 
weak 2s to imagine, that ſhe had a real Power of pro- 
curing Miſchief to thoſe to whom ſhe wiſhed it. All 
theſe Things, I ſay, ſhe might think of; and this per: 
haps might be all the Notion that ſhe had of With. 
craft: And if this be true, tis eaſy enough to under 
ſtand how ſhe ſhould confeſs her ſelf a Witch, and yer 
(at the ſame time) neither be, nor think her ſelf to 
be really ſo. No, you'll ſay ; for ſhe con- t 
P. 21. feſſes ſhe has a Familiar Spirit, and that ſhe d 
was in Covenant with the Devil, But what did 
again, by having a Familiar Spirit, or being in 


Tokens or Aſſurances from Satan, by which ſhe knew 
that ſhe was able to make uſe of his Aſſiſtance? Poſ- 
ſibly ſhe might underſtand no more by having a Fami- 
liar Spirit, or being in Covenant with the Devil , than ſhe 
did by being a Witch ; i. e. that ſhe was a very wicked 
and malicious Perſon, one who wiſhed ill to her Neigh- 
bours, and had been for a long time converſant in thoſe 
Practices which the Devil delights in , and of which 
he is ſaid to be the Father: This, I ſay, is what ſhe 
might call, and properly enough too, a Familiarity 

with. the Devil. | 
It may be ſaid here, perhaps, That Fane Men- 
ham's confeſſing that this Spirit went about, and appeared 
to Anne Thorne in her Shape, argues ſomething of Con- 
tract or Familiarity with it, in the ſtricteſt Senſe ; and 
ſo indecd it would, did it appear that ſhe had any 
| Know- 
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But to M2 this is not fo evident: For Jane Wenham ne- 
er ſpoke of any Familiar at all that ſhe had, before it 
ad been given in upon Oath , that ſhe was ſeen in the 
own, and that ſhe had threaten d Anne Thorne, at a time 
when ſhe knew very well ſhe was at another place. 
Now this might very well put the Woman to a ſtand. 
For, becauſe ſhe could nor well disbelieve what had 
been ſworn to, nor yet underſtand how it was poſſible 
ſhe ſhould threaten Anne Thorne, when at the ſame time 
ſhe knew ſhe had not ſo much as ſeen her; this, I ſay, 
might put her to a ſtand, and make her ſay (becauſe 
ſhe had no other way to ſolve the Difficulty ) that it 
was the Devil in her Shape. And I dare ſay, that if 
agy one ſhould come and ſwear, that he ſaw Mr. Bragge 
at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a Place, (when he knew 
that he was elſewhere.) he would be very apt to make 
the ſame Anſwer, and cry, It was the Devil, and 
not |. 

So that notwithſtanding it be true, that Fane 
Menbam did literally confeſs her ſelf to be a Witch; it 
is not ſo very plain, that ſhe did own her ſelf ko be 
what Mr. Bragge meant by being ſo. But I ſhall nor 
inſiſt upon this Argument; but ſuppoſe, if you 
„ pleaſe, that her Confeſſion was as full and as proper as 
e you can deſire: For even upon this Suppoſition, there 
will be Two Things, which will very much ſhake the 
Credit and Authority of this Confeſſion. 

. The Firſt is, The Circumſtances which Jane Wen- 
| WW ham was in, at the time of her Confeſſion, which were 
ſuch as I think were very likely to occaſion her to ſpeak 
things, tho' to her own Prejudice; which, at the ſame 
time, might not be really true. Mr. Bragge tells us, 
Pac. 2. p. 37. Tat her Confeſſion was free and unreſtrained, 
no Force having been uſed to bring her to it. Now although 
] look upon this to be very true in the Senſe wherein he 
ſpeaks, yet I very much queſtion whether it were ab- 
ſolutely, and in all reſpects, fo free and unreſtrained, 
1 2 as 


nowledge-of this immediately from the Spirit it ſelf. 


of too much Integrity, to attempt by any outward yi. 
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as could have been deſired. I am very well ſatisfy, 
that Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Strutt, are both of them Men 


olence to make her confeſs any thing ſhe was not really 
uilty of; but then I think, that the inward State and 
ondicion of her own Mind at that time might lay: 
far greater force upon her than any outward violence 
whatſoever. The fear and ſurprize which ſhe was then 
in were doubtleſs very confiderable ; for the whole 
Neighbourhood was now in an uproar againſt her, ſhe 
was haled to a Magiſtrate in order to be ſent to Priſon, 
and for any thing ſhe knew to the contrary to the Gal. 
lows. All this, I ſay, and many other frightful Cir- 
cumſtances befides, which People generally fall under 
upon ſuch Occaſions, might ſo far unſettle and diſtrad 
her Mind, as to make her hardly her ſelf, and prompt 
her to ſay ſhe knew not what. Beſides, Mr. Strum Wc 
had but juſt before been telling her, that If (be While 

P. 15. were guilty of any ſuch thing, it would be the beſt thing With 
| | ſhe could do to confeſs it, and in this he diſcharged Wk 
himſglf as a faithful Guide; for ſo it certainly would Hie 
be, X he added, for the Salvation of her Soul, and the G co 
of others. Now it is not very unlikely but that Fane en- Ihe 
bam, through Miſtake, and want of Attention, might Win 
miſapprehend him, and imagine his meaning might be, Wo 
that her Confeſſion would be an Argument with Sir WT 
Henry Chauncy to deal more favourably with her, per- N 
haps to let her have her Liberty again, or at leaſt to de- Ma 
fer ſending her to Gaol for ſome time. The latter of No 
theſe is, I am well aſſured, more than a bare Suppoliti- I 
on; for Mr. Strutt told me himſelf not long ago, that Mn 
when he was endeavouring to bring Fane Henbam to x M1 
Confeſſion, he did tell. her, that he would prevail upon WC 
Sir Henry Chauncy, if he could, to defer putting the . 
Mittimus in execution; now it is poſſible, I fay, that Wl 
ſhe might upon theſe, and ſome ſuch like Expectati- MW 
cns be brought to confeſs what perhaps ſhe was nor Wt 
guilty of. It is very certain that many Perſons have . 
. =_ been 


A | 
on brought to confeſs by ſuch Methods as theſe : and 
oawever innocent ſhe might be, yet ſuch were Peoples 
rejudices againſt her, that ſhe could not but foreſee 
hat a terrible Storm was drawing towards her, and 
hat ſhe muſt ſuffer what perhaps ſhe thought as bad as 
anging before ſhe could be releaſed, and therefore 
ight rather chuſe to get off this way than by a Le- 
ral and Formal Tryal. 

But if theſe Anſwers do not ſeem ſufficient, there is 
et a Second Suppoſition, which may perhaps a little 
elp us in the preſent Caſe, and that is, that Fane Men- 
ms Diſcontents under her Condition in this Life, 
ight make her willing to lay hold of this Opportuni- 
y of getting out of the World. I have heard Inſtan- 
evof ſome who have done ſo in this very Caſe, and I 
now not, but Fane Wenham's CircumRances might be 
uch, as might with her be a ſufficient Motive to make 


'd 
en 
vi. 
lly 
nd 
Y 1 
ce 
en 
le 
he 
n, 
16 
IF 
er 


ſe of the ſame Methods. Methinks a poor Woman, 
bat has lived for Sixteen Years under the Character of 
d Wk Witch,and by this means was become fo odious to all 


her Neighbours, as to be deny'd in a!l probabiliry, the 
ommon Neceſſaries of Life. ſhouldhave enough upon 
her to make her ſick of the World, and deſirous of be- 
t Wing removed out of the reach of theſe Misforrines ; 
„or my own part I ſhould rather chuſe ro ſubmir to a 
" WThouſand Deaths, than to bear all thoſe Hardſhips 
- Wwhich are the conſtant and neceſſary Attendants of ſuch 
2 Character. This Objection Mr. Bragge has taken notice 
of and allowed it to have its weight in ſome Caſes ; and 
am ſtill of opinion that it may have its weight in this, 
notwithitanding any thing he has ſaid to the contrary. 
There being ſtrong Preſumptions here that this 
Charge was true, is nothing at all to Mr. Par. 2. 
Bragge's purpoſe, but makes the Argument ſtill P. 37. 
ſtronger on my fide. For the more firmly her 
Neighbours believed her to be a Witch, without douht 
the worſe they would uſe her, and conſequently ſhe 


muſt be ſo much the more willing to be releaſed Lug 
er 


k. Alt 


: „„; OS  oIR<. 


* — 2 — 


rr 


n „ P ³¹¹wm˙—¹w wum; r , er -- 
-— — = —— 
; F T1 | 
* . 


(70) 


| her Misfortunes. I grant indeed, that a Magiſtrate who 


firs as a Judge upon ſuch Matters, and who is to acc. 
cording to the Evidenge that he has of things, hy 
greater reaſon to take the Confeſſion of a Perſon when 
he has ſtrong Preſumpt ions againſt him than when he ha 
none; and ſo has any one elſe too who only conſider 
the matter in a private Capacity. And therefore I 4 
not deny, but theſe Preſumptions in this Cale of Fan 
Wenham (if they be fo ſtrong as Mr, Bragge pretends) 
do amount toa collateral Evidence, and make the thing 
more probable. But (till I think all this does not come 
up to 2 plain proof; for it muſt be granted, that there 
are oftentimes ſtrong Preſumptions where there is ng 
real Guilt ; and in ſuch a Caſe I do not ſee why the 
innocent Perſon may not have much greater reaſog to 
make a Confeſſion, upon the Motives whereof we a: 
now ſpeaking, that if the · Suſpicions againſt him were 
of leſs Weight and Importance. What reaſon I would 
ſain know, could Fane Wenham have to confeſs her 
ſelf a Witch; if che Preſumptions againſt her were 
not ſo ſtrong as to make the World believe her to be 
fo ? 

We are now come to another Circumſtance mentio- 
ned by Mr. Bragge, and which perhaps may be thought 
an Argument of Fane Meuhim's being a Witch, and 
that is, The great Difficu!ty of fetching Blood from her. Oi 
this we have Two Inſtances ſet down in this Narrative. 


The Firſt is at P. ro, where we are told, that Am 


Thorne ſcratched Jane Wenham upon the Forehead with ſuch 
Fagerneſs and Fury, that the Noiſe of her Nails ſeemed to al 
that were preſent, as if ſhe were ſcratching againſt a Mainſen, 
and yet no Blood followed, although at the ſame time her Fi- 
head was ſad!y torn and mangled by the Girl's Nails. But thi 
Inſtance, as ſtrange as it is, will upon due Examination 
I believe be found to have nothing at all in it but what 
is both Natural and Common. For after all theſe Loſtij 
and Aggravating Expreſſions, wherewith Mr. * 
| 3 


A + 

10 as dreſſed up this Story, it may very reaſonably be 
queſtion'd whether Anne Thorne did any thing more 
by ſcrarching Fane Wenham than barely raiſe up the 
Cuticula or Scarf-skin : and if this were all, it would 
not be in the leaſt wonderful to me, that Fane 
Wenham ſhould not bleed upon being thus Scratehed. 
Nothing is more common than this; I my felf have 


en many, who, I will anſwer for them, were neither 
05) 

Witches nor Wizzards, ſcratched after ſuch a manner, as 
"5 perhaps Mr. Bragge wou'd call being ſadly torn and mang- 
"Wd, without ſo much as one Drop of Blood following 


thereupon. The Reaſon of which I conceive to be 


ceedingly fine and ſlender, it is poſſible they may be 
vefy much broken, and yet the Blood not iſſue forth 
in ſuch a Quantity, as to be taken notice of. This 
Reaſon will carry ſtill greater Force with it, if the 
Perſon ſcratched be ſuppoſed to be one that is old, 
weak, ſickly, or under any Sort of Habit or Conſtitu- 
tion of Body as is naturaily attended with a Scarcity 
of Blood, and with a Weakneſs and Languidneſs of 
the Circulatory Motion. For in this Caſe, the whole 


ke Maſs of Blood will be contained within the larger 
1 Veſſels, and the extreme Capiliaries will be defrauded 
05 of that Share or Proportion which is natural to them; 


and conſequently it muſt then be with greater Difficul- 
ties, that the Blood can be fetched out, upon ſcratch- 
ing, or raiſing up the External Teguments of the Bo- 
dy. That this is the very Caſe of Jane Wenham, is too 
plain not to be taken notice of; and therefore it is, 1 
'M think, no hard Matter upon this Reaſoning, to.ſee how 
it comes too paſs, that Fane IWenham ſhould be ſcratched 
without bleeding thereupon. I ſhall conclude this Sto- 
My wich acquainting the Reader with ſomething which 
1 heard from Mr. Archer gf Sandon, a Perſon whoſe 
Credit Mr. Bragge often appeals to, viz. That he once 
or twice ſaw her after they had been ſcratching her, 


and that her Face and Linnen were all of a gore Blood, 
Is 
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this, that the Blood Veſſels of that Part being ſo ex- 
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(77) 
Ts not this then a ſhrewd Sign, that the Devil is not ſo 
very choice of Fane Wenham's Blood, but that it may 
be ſpent upon Occaſion ; and that if it ever happened 
that ſhe did not bleed upon being ſcratched, it was on- 
ly 8 ſhe was not ſcratched enough for that Pur. 
ole : 
E But we are told, P. 19. That Mr. Chauncy ran a Pin 
into her Arm a great many times, and once up to the Head, 
leaving it in her Arm, that all the Company might ſee it. 
But this Account does by no means ſhow, that Fane 
WWenham did not bleed as much as other Folks are wont 
to do upon the like Occaſions. We are not aſſured that 
the Pin was run in deep enough to make her bleed, 
but once, and that is when it was run up to the Head; 
and here we are told, that after the Pin was pulled oft, 
there juſt appeared a little watery Serum. That little then 
perhaps may be enough to ſerve our turn; for I hope 
neither Mr. Chauncey, nor Mr. Bragge, could expect 
that Jane Wenham ſhould have bled at the ſame rate, 
upon being pricked with a Pin, that ſhe would have 
done upon being ſtuck with a Penknife or Lancet. 
But this it ſeems was not what might be called Blood; but 
for what Reaſon it might not, I cannot imagine. All 
we are told to ſhow that is, that it was thin and watery, 
z, e. I ſuppoſe it was not altogether ſo thick as Cream, 
or haſty Pudding. Mr. Chauncy, it is like, expected 
that Jane Wenham's Blood ſhou'd have been as rich and 
as florid as that of Anne Thorne's, or of any other Vir- 
gin of about 16. He makes no Difference, I ſee, be- 
tween the Beef and Mutton Regimen, and that of 
Turnips and Water-gruel. If this be a good Teſt of 
Witchcraft, we may hang up ( as far as I know) all the 
poor old Women in the Kingdom ; for if they were all 
to be pricked at this rate, we might chance to find 
their Blood of the ſame Cglpur, and Conſiſtency. 
But admitting now, that Fane Wenham did not Bleed 
as much as 1s uſual upon theſe Occaſions, or eyen not 


at all, there is one Conſideration which I think will af- 
| ford 
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ford a ſufficient Anſwer to any Argument that can poſ- 
ſbly be drawn from this Topick ; and that is, the Dread 
and Conſternation that the poor Wretch was in upon theſe 
Occaſions. But juſt before ſhe was ſcratched, the Con- 
tables had been breaking open her Doors upon her; 
and having ſeized her, dragged her by main Force ( as 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed) ro Mr. Gardiner's Houſe. 
In the other Inſtance Mr. Chauncy ſnatches a Pin out of 
her Hand, flies at her, and runs it fix or ſeven Times 
into her Arm. Such Uſage as this was enough to frigh- 
ten a poor Old Woman out of her Wits, and to congeal 
and ſtagnate thoſe naturally cold and fluggiſh Humours 
which ſhe had within her. Fear, by a natural Law 
within ourſelves, which we can ſoonei experience than 
efplain, weakens and unbends the Animal Powers. The 
Heart languiſhes ; the Fibres loſe their proper Tone and 
2 MW Elaſticity ; and che Blood, through want of a ſufficient 
Force to drive it forward, grows languid and flow in its 


circulatory Motion. Hence ir is that ( as Phyſicians 
inform us) the moſt violent Hemorrhages are oft-times 
ſtopped by a ſudden and vehement Fright ; becauſe the 
t MW Moment or Force by which the Blood preſſes againſt 
che Sides of the Veſſels, being by this means diminiſh- 
„Jed, the Lips of the broken Orifice are eaſily cemented 
again to one another. And if this may be effected in 
the larger Branches of the Veſſels where the Stream of 
the Blood 15 more rapid and impetuous, how much ra- 
ther in the extream Capillaries, where the Force of the 
Blood is naturally very ſmall ; and may therefore very 
eaſily be loſt upon the leaſt decay or failure in the Bloods 
Motion. 
But the Story of Fane Wenham's not being 
able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, is what ſurprizes P.1o, 12. 
me moſt ; not that Fane Wenham could not 
repeat it, but that any one ſhould be ſo very whimſical, 
as to bring it as an Argument for the Proof of this 
Iitchcrafi, Strange and wonderful indeed, that a poor 
K wicked 
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wicked old Wretch, that has not ſaid her Prayers theſe 
20 Years, and perhaps was never able to ſay them in 
her whole Life, ſhould blunder for the three or four fic 
Times ſhe was called to it ! And not only fo, but when 
ſhe was under ſuch Circumſtances too as had been e- 
nough to have confounded her, had ſhe been able to 
have ſaid them never ſo perfectly. For my own Part, 
J will not pretend to ſay I could have ſaid them better, 
if T knew my Life were at ſtake, and depended upon 
that Teſt. Mr. Bragge may call me Wizzard for this if 
he thinks fit; but I will venture to affirm further, that 
ſome, even of thoſe Wiſe Heads who gave Verdict againſt 
her, would have been as much puzzled as ſhe, had they 
been called to do it in open Court; nay, I know not 
whether Mr. Bragge himſelf would have come off bet- 
ter. But how good an Argument ſoever this may have 
been in its time, it is now quite done, and good for no- 
thing; for Uſe and Experience has, it ſeems, rubbed 
up her Memory; and, as I am credibly informed by 
thoſe who have been with her, ſhe is now, and has been 
for ſome time, as able to ſay the Lord's Prayer as Mr. 
Bragge, or any one elſe. 
I have by this time gone through, I think, every 
Thing that is material in the Hiſtory of Anne Thorne : 
As for that of Anne Street, I ſhall not trouble my {elf 
about it, it being by far leſs confiderable, and conſe- 
quently anſwered with far leſs difficulty. It is by no 
means ſtrange to me, that Anne Thorne having acted her 
Part with ſo much ſucceſs, others ſhould by degrees be 
drawn into the Plot; or that the Rumor of her being be- 
witched 1 made ſuch a Diſturbance in the Neigh- 
bourhood , others ſhould begin to fancy themſelves in 
the ſame ill handling. I ſhall therefore now only crave 
the Reader's Patience, whilſt I Anſwer an Objection or 


two, which, I foreſee, may be raiſed againſt theſe Re- 
marks in general. G | 


x. It 


* a (75) 
1. It may be-urged, that I. have here ſuppoſed Anne 
Thorne to labour under ſome natural Diſtemper, in op- 
ofition to the Opinion of all thoſe who were about 
09 and declared their Belief of the Contrary. This 
Objection, I muſt own, lies full againſt me; I did ſay 
her Diſtemper was ſomething Natural, and am till of 
that Opinion; and if I am miſtaken, I muſt thank 
Mr. Bragge for it. I have no other Knowledge of Ann 
Thorne's Illneſs, than what Mr. Bragge has been pleaſe 
to give me; and if I have not conſider'd ſuch things 
as | have no Knowledge of, I am not to be blamed : 
But I will venture to affirm, that there is not ſo much as 
one Symptom in his whole Book, which may not be Na- 
tural ; and if not directly Hyferica!, yet ſomething very 
nearly related to it. What are Conwulſions of the Body, 
Paleneſs of the Face, Lowneſs and Deadneſs of Pulſe, a diſ- 
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mon enough in theſe Caſes? And as to thoſe of running 
and /eaping at thoſe unuſual rates, if they are not of 
that Tribe, I hope I have at leaſt ſhown them ro be 
ſuch as may fairly be reſolved into Natural Cauſes. 
Mr. Bragge tells us indeed, that a very ingenious 
Gentleman, and able Phyſician, ſaw her in one of Diſcovery, 
ber Fits, which too was the leaſt that ever ſhe had; P. 3*: 
and gave his Opinion of it as a Phyſician, that it 
was no natural Diſtemper, But this Declaration of his, 
does not with me avail any thing at all. For I would 
very fain know what the Doctor could mean, by ſay- 
ing that it was no Natural Diſtemper. Did he mean that it 
was ſuch a Diſtemper as he had never obſerved before, or ne- 
ver had been obſer ved by any one beſides in ordinary Prattice ? 
Or did he mean that it was ſuch a Diſtemper as was abſo- 
lutely beyond the Power of Natural Cauſes to produce ? Tf this 
latter were his meaning (as it muſt be, to do Mr. Bragge 
any ſervice ) I ſhould deſire no ſtronger Proof to ſhow 
that his Judgment is not to be depended on. For I do 
here challenge and defy the beſt Phyſician upon Earth, 
K 3 pro- 
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orderly and irregular Imagination, &c. but Symptoms com 
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provided he conſiders of what he ſays, to affirm any 
ſuch. Thing of any Diftemper. It is a Negative Propojj. 
tion, and what therefore can never be plainly proved, 
unleſs its Poſitive can be brought to a flat Contradiction: 
And if the Doctor can do this, I will freely give up the 
whole Cauſe, and comply with every thing Mr. Bragye 
would have me. But this, I dare believe, is what he will 
not pretend to ; if. he does, he pretends to more than 
ever any one pretended to yet, or can reaſonably pre- 
tend to, upon that ſhort and imperfect Knowledge we 
have of our own ſelves. Shall we, who know not ſo er 
much as by what Force or Power the Heart and Pulle nc 
beat, who underſtand not by what means the moſt re- Nor 
gular and ſimple Operations are produced in us; pre- Wwc 
tend to fathom the more abſ//ryſe and hidden Myſteriesvf Mt f 
Nature, and to define the utmoſt Extent of her Power Wee 
in all her moſt ſecret and complicated Motions ? This Mer 
would be full as extravagant an Attempt, as to pretend Nes 
to ſer Bounds to the Sea, by ſaying, Hither ſhalt thou go, Wn 
and no further: It ſuppoſes ſuch a compleat and perfect 
Knowledge of the Oeconomy of our Bodies, as no Man 
ever yet had, or ever can have, and which alone be- 
longs to that Infinitely Wiſe Being, by whoſe Under- 
ſtanding we were framed, and who is the Spring and 
Fountain of all Life and Motion in us. Every Diſtem- 
per incident ro Humane Body, is a Myſtery far beyond 
the reach of our weak Reaſoning to comprehend ; they 
all depend upon Cauſes wholly unknown to us ; and 
therefore unleſs Experience had been our Guide and 
Inſtructor, we could no more have ſaid of the mot 
common and ordinary Diſeaſe, that it could, or could not 
be, than we could have pctended to have fixed Bounds 
to infinite Wiſdom and infinite Power, | ' 


This, I make no queſtion, but the Doctor is very 
ſenſible of ; and therefore I am very inclinable to be- 
lieve, that he meant no more þy — Anne Thornes 
a LY do 6 * * 9 to + Co 4 * 1 , f { Diſtem. 
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semper as not Natural; than That it was ſuch a Diſtem- 
. 4, be bad not before obſerved in his ordinary Practice. 
d, Nut then I think Mr. Bragge is very much out in his Way 
n: It Reaſoning ; viz. in making uſe of this Declaration 
de If che Doctor's, in favour of his pretended Witchcraft. 
For does it follow, that becauſe this Diſtemper is new 
ill Ind uncommon, that therefore it muſt be ſomething above 
in e Power of Natural Cauſes ? Is Nature always ty'd down 
e· Jo the ſame uniform way of acting; and is it not poſſi- 
ve Nle to make any Variations in the Uſe and Exerciſe of 
ſo Wer ſeveral Faculties? He who can agree to all this, muſt 
e now but little of himſelf, or of any thing beiides ; the 
e- Fontrary of this being ſo true, that there is hardly any 
e- Nuo Subjects upon which the ſame Diſtemper will ſhow 
of It felf exactly alike in all its Circumſtances. And in- 
er Weed, it is wonderful to me, that conſidering the Dif- 
erences of Age, Sex, Conſtitution, and many other Cau- 
es beſides, which concur to the Production of Diſeaſes 
n us, that Nature ſhould not be far more inconſtant and 
rregular in her Operations, and that every Day ſhould not 
liſcover ſome new and uncommon Diſaſter Every Diſ- 
aſe has had its Beginning; and there was 2 time, when 
hoſe which every Old Woman now thinks her ſelf 
kill'd in, were as wonderful (perhaps) as any one 
Part of Anne Thorne's Illneſs. And if the Brains of 
ormer Ages had been caſt in the ſame Mould with Mr. 
Bragge's, I tremble to think what a Rout there would 
aye been, and how many Hiſtories and Trials of 
itches would daily have been publiſh'd. 


The next Objection which (it js likely) may be ur- 
's Iged againſt me, is, That I have in theſe Papers charged 

Anne Thorne with ſome Deſign of Cheat and Impoſture ; 

which, perhaps, may not ſeem ſo conſiſtent with the 
Cberacter Mr. Bragge has given of her, with her Simpli- 
Jah, and ſmall Knowledge of the World, nor with any 
s WI Aotives upon which ſhe can be thought to have had 
l Kb. Ho T l . any 


Ft, which might induce her to it. In Anſwer to which 
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that I dare believe, ſhe will not now ſay any thing in- 


NID (73) 
any ſuch Deſign ; there being no viſible Pleaſure or bu 
I beg leave to obſerve, 


1. That as to her Character, whatever it might hay 
been formerly, it will now be of little Service to her 
in ſecuring her from the Imputation of any Ill Deſign 
which may be charged upon her. Mrs. Gardiner, wh 
at that time ſeem'd ſo fully perſuaded of her Innocen 
cy, and who all along ſpoke ſo favourably of her, Hm 
by this time ſo much Reaſon to alter her OpinionWegh 


her Defence. Her Fidelity, which is the only Virtua ©: 
which is able to ſupport and give Credit to the greateWy: 
Part of theſe Relations, is now entirely loſt, and ſhe io! 
at laſt found to be ſo arrant a Lyar, that there is no man D 
ner of heed to be given to any thing that ſhe ſays. . 
do not by this mean, that ſhe is a known and comm 

Lyar ; that, I muſt confeſs, is more than I can affirm: 1 
But thus much I can ſay, and that upon the Credit d 


one whom I can rely upon, and who heard it fron 


Mrs. Gardiner's own Mouth; That ſhe has (ſince theſe is 
Accidents have happen'd) caught her in ſo many groſel 
and palpable Lies, that ſhe has now entirely laid aſideW* < 


that good Opinion that ſhe once entertained of her. Þ 


This is enough with me to blaſt her whole Character Wo} 
and to invalidate the Credibility of every thing that 
depends upon her Teſtimony. For altho' it does not en 
neceſſarily follow, that a Perſon has always been a0! 
Lyar , becauſe he is now one; yet it has been 2e. 
Piece of Juffice always paid to ſuch ſort of People, IP 
per to be believed. And I think, how unjuſt ſoever it 
may be thought, barely from their affirming a thing, to 
conclude it to be falſe, we have yet all the Reaſon in 
the World to be excuſed, if we cannot upon their ſole 
Authority conclude it to be true, | 


2. As 
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re too high 2 Notion of them, Mr. Bragge may (on 
e other hand) have one as much too low. The Poli- 
of ſuch Girls as theſe, is not always open to every 
e's View: They have ſometimes Deſigns too deep 
be preſently diſcover d; and are able to manage 


em. But as to this in particular, I do not ſee ſuch 
ighty Difficulties in it; but that a firm Reſolution, 
in d with a moderate Share of Cunning, might be able 
carry her thro' it: And if what ſhe had was any 
ays deficient, we: know there is one abroad in the 
ond, who is forward enough to encourage People in 
Deſigns, and who could ſpare her ſome of his Poli- 
to make up thoſe Defects in her own. 


3 As te the Ends that ſhe might propoſe to her 
in ſuch Attempts as theſe, whatever they are, we 


onſiſÞy be ſute ſhe would conceal them as much as poſſible. 
eſe is 4 main Part an Impoſtor has to play, to be private in 
ofele ; and we daily fee in other Caſes, that Deſigns t 


have none. I cannot pretend to ſay, what Pleaſure or 
ofit ſhe could expect from an Impoſture of this Kind; 
tI do not think we have Reaſon enough to conclude 
dm therice, that ſhe expected none. Such Perſons as 
ole do not always act upon Rational Motives ; and if 
ey did, they may poflibly have ſome Deſigns, which 
d body is able to fathom but themſelves. In ſhort, 
1s the moſt uncertain way in the World, to argue 
om People's Deſigns ; becauſe the Ends which Men 
opoſe to themſelves, are ſo infinitely various and 
certain. And therefore it is not a Rational Infe- 
nce, to ſay of any one, That he did not do this or that, 
cauſe we can ſee no Reaſon why he ſhould do 


Our 
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> As to her Knowledge, and Experience in the World, 
ere is little to be ſaid about it on either ſide. If I. 


h dark Intrigues, as one would hardly ſuſpect in 


e carried on with the beſt Succeſs, by thoſe who ſeem 
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„Our Engliſn Hiſtory has furniſhed 
Ee with a very Remarkable Inſtance, wht 
A.D. 16131, Wonderful Impoſtures may ſometimes 

carried on, by the moſt unexperienc'd au 
( r. the moſt undeſigning People. I mean thy 
Story of the Boy of Bilſon ; who, by thoſe ſtrang 
and uncommon Diſorders which were obſerv'd up 
him, was generally thought to have been poſſeſsd h 
ſome Evil Spirit. He was, in all Probability, as litt 
ſuſpeted to have had any Deſign as Anne Thorne ; an 
yet it plainly appear in the End, that he was a mol 
wicked and impudent Cheat, ſet on and encourag'd b 
ſome crafty Jeſuits, in order to ſupport the Power an 
Authority of the Romiſb Prieſthood. 

And if Mr. Bragge could have had the Patienc? t 
have waited a while, Time (perhaps) would hay 
brought to Light even theſe hidden Myſteries. | 
is, I think, now evident beyond Diſpute, tha 
Anne Thorne is not fo filly and undeſigning a Girl, as h 
would make us believe. If ſhe has got nothing elſe b 
playing theſe Pranks, ſhe has got what ſhe calls « gu 

Husband ; but it is poſſible it may hereafter appear, that 

ſhe got ſomething more. I cannot ſay this was what ſhe 
expected; but it fell out ſo very luckily, that methink 
ir would be ſome Excuſe, if one ſhould ſuppoſe ſome 
thing of this Nature to have been intended. There wa 
4 certain Cunning Fellow apply'd to in this Caſe , unde 
the Name of a White Witch ; who, by his Preſcription: 
has given us pretty broad Hints, what he took th k. 
Wench's Caſe to be. She was, it ſeems, to waſh ha h 
Hands and Face twice a Day, with a particular Kind ol n 
Water which he ſent her. What the preſent Effects of fe 
it would be, the Doctor did not ſay; but (it ſeems) chef r: 
were of ſo odd a Nature, that ſhe was neither to bf 
truſted alone, nor with much Company. One brisk Felon ſ 
only was permitted to attend her in a private Room; t! 
for one, two, or three Hours, according as there ſnoulf a 


I , 
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ke occafion. This Method if carefully obſerv'd, the 
Doctor affirmed p the Word of a Phyſician, would 
in a very ſhort time procure her a Husband. The 
Girls Spirits were ſo much elevated at the Thoughts of 
this, that as Mr. Bragge has very well obſerv'd, 

She was not afterwards very eaſily frightned, but P. 32. 
whenever ſhe had a lucid Interval from her Pains,was 
obſerved to be very chearful and ye and pleaſed ber ſelf 
with the hopes that e er long ſhe ſhould be well. Whether or 
no the Doctor's Rules were carefully obſerved I ſhall 
leave the Reader to gueſs ; it is certain, that beſides the 
Scl icitations of Nature ſhe had a careful Mother almoſt 
continually at her Elbow, who would be ever and anon 
ying Nan, have you waſhed your Face and Hands to Day? 
nd it is certain, that ſhe has reaped all the Benefit that 
could have been hoped for from the moſt ſtrict and re- 
gular uſe of this Medicine. The Man who attended her 
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which had ſo good an effect upon her, that notwith- 
ſtanding all her former illneſs, ſhe was able within a 
Day or Two to follow her Bridegroom into Wales, (as 
ſome ſay) or ſome other place a great way of, it is not 
well known where. 


Street; (whether ſhe borrowed a little of Anne Thorne's 
Mater to waſh her Face and Hands with, I do not hear, 
but) ſhe is alſo Married, much to the caſe both of Bo- 
dy and Mind. The evil Spirit has it ſeems now forſa- 
ken her, and given her up wholly to the poſſeſſion of 
her new Maſter. How it fares with Anne Thorne J have 
not yet been inform'd, but I ſuppoſe ſhe is much in the 
ſame condirion that other young Wenches are gene- 
rally in, about a Month or two afrer Matrimony. 
And now, I hope, I have ſufficiently diſcharged my 
ſelf in the Examination of Mr. Bragge's Narrative. It is I 
think very evident from what has been ſaid. 1 f. Thatthere 


are a great many of the Facts themſelves which are not 
N L clearly 


by the Doctor's Order is now become her Husband, Hg ben 


I be 
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The ſame good Fate has likewiſe attended Anne 1 N 
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clearly proved. 24%, That ſuppoſing they were a1 
true and certain in themſelves, there is yet no ſuffici- 
ent proof, that they were effected by preternatural 
Cauſes. 34ly, That ſuppoſing they were effected by 
preternatural Cauſes, there is yet no ſufficient Found. 
tion in them to ſupport this Charge of Witchcraft 
againſt Jane Menbam. From whence it follows, that 
the whole Story 1s either groundleſs, falſe, or frivolous, 
or elſe, that Mr. Bragge has given us but a very lame 
and imperfect Relation of it. And therefore J hope, 
that after all choſe large Pretenſions of his, to Fairne/; 
and Impartiality, he will acknowledge that it now lies 
upon him, eicher to give up that Cauſe, which he has 
been all long defending with ſo much Zeal and Aſſurance, 
or elſe to begin again and endeavour to juſtify himſelf 
by a more compleat and perfect Narrative. Ir is very 
likely, that Mr. Bragge may not be ſo forward to ac- 
knowledge any negle& in himſelf, as to charge theſe 
Deficiencies upon the Matters themſelves, which per- 
haps he will tell us are not capable of being more clear- 
ly handled. If this ſhould chance to be his Notion, I 
know already what Anſwer Iam likely to have, 
See his wiz. That J am one of thoſe unreaſonable 
Pref. Men, who require an Evidence greater than the 
thing in diſpute will admit of. But for this! 
will apeal to all the World. I leave any one to judge, 
who has conſider'd the whole Argument on both fides, 
whether the Proofs which Mr. Bragge has given us do 
come up to this Standard ; z. e. whether or no we have 
all chat Evidence that could poflibly be given,ſuppoſing 
the things now in Debate were certainly true; I will 
leave this, I fay, to any ones Judgment, not becauſe ! 
have no Arguments to prove the contrary, but becauſe 
I think it needs none; however, if Mr. Bragge ſhould 
be ſo unreaſonable, as to put me upon the Proof of 
this, I think my ſelf able to give him a Demonſtration of 
it in every Story throughout the whole Narrative. F 
ut 
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But I do not ſee how it will help Mr. Bragge, if as 
he pretends, he has given us all the Proofs for his Witch- 
craft, that the Nature of the thing will admit of, Tt 
would indeed then be very unreaſonable in any Man to 
expect that he ſhould give more; but then it would be 
full as unreaſonable in him to expect, that any one 
ſhould believe it barely for that Reaſon. For where- 
ever the Thing in Queſtion does not admit of Evidence 
to weigh with a reaſonable Man, there the Nature of 
the Thing is ſuch, that (be it never ſo true) it cannot 
be the Object of a wiſe Man's Faith. For our belief 
of any thing does not depend upon the intrinſick Cer- 
tainty and Reality of the Thing it ſelf, but upon the 
Evidence it carries with it, with relation to us who are 
tobe the Judges of it. And therefore ſince it is certain 

a thing may be true, and yet not capable of being 
proved to be ſo, it will be to little purpoſe to ſay, that 
e {we have all the Evidence that the thing will bear, if all 
be not enough. 
-I would not however beſo underſtood, as if I affirm'd 
1 {that the Devil has not any way been concerned in 
bringing theſe Diſorders upon Anne Thorne, Should I aſ- 
le Nſert this, I ſhould think my ſelf full as unreaſonable on 
ze Ichis fide as Mr. Bragge has been on the other ? It was a 
1 current Opinion amongſt the Ancients, that moſt, if not 
e. NN! Diſeaſes were occaſioned by Evil Spirits acting upon 
« Human Bodies; and I muſt own, that I do not ſee 
o any ſoch Abſurdity in this Notion, as to venture, poſi- 
e Idvely to affirm the contrary. But this (although true) 
o would be nothing at all to our purpoſe ; for the Que- 
tion is, not whether or no this Diſtemper of Anne Thorn's 
II. occaſioned by the power of the Devil, but whether or no 
ſe N appears to bawe been ſo, upon thoſe Proofs which Mr. Bragge 
dq I given us. This, I ſay, is the thing to be conſider d; 
\f Nand this is all that I pretend to deny. I ſay the ſame 
ching with relation to Fane Menbam's being employed 

by the Devil as his Inſtrument in all this Miſchief. I 
I L 2 do 
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do not deny but that ſhe may poſſibly be a Witch, and 
that ſhe may poſſibly have bewitched Anne Iborne; and 
if Mr. Bragge, or any one elſe can give me good prof 
of that, I will believe it. But I do not think my (elf 
under any manner of obligation to do ſo, upon thoſe 
_— which have hitherto been urged co this pur. 
ole 

5 I am therefore willing to hope, that theſe Papers may 
in ſome meaſure juſtify Mr. Juſtice Powell in that diſſa- 
tisfaction he diſcovered at the Verdict that was brought 
| in againſt this unhappy Woman, and that Mr. 
See Intr. Bragge will ask pardon of that Worthy and 
ad Par. Eminent Man, for that Charge of Incredulity 
2. which he has with ſo little Modeſty laid upon 
| him. The Reader cannot but obſerve, with 
how little deference he ſpeaks of him, whenſoever he 
has occaſion to mention his Name; and how angry he 
is that he was not as forward to believe all thoſe 7:8 
Stories concerning this pretended Witchcraft, as he him- 
ſelf, or the reſt of thoſe who related them; and I doubt Nit 
not but he will be able from hence to form a true No- bo 
tion of the Charadter of the Man, when one of ſo con- Nui. 
ſiderable a Station, and of ſo great Worth, could not OF 
eſcape his inſolent Reflections. fol 
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But I do not wonder at his rude treatment of Mr. wi 
Juſtice Powell, when he has not ſpared even the Holy m. 
/ Dracles themſelves. Obſerve with what an Air he mag- bo! 
nifies and excolls the Power of his ſuppoſed ſcie 
See his Sorcereſs, Mb, ſays he, we ſaw a poor Crip- mu 
Pref. ple not only ariſe and walk but run with a pro- Wi 
| digious ſwiftneſs, ben we heard her complain grie- inc 
wvouſly aud with tears, of the exceſſive Torments ſhe as unde NO 
upon the threatnings of a wicked Neighbour, &. we tb 
it high time to beſtir our ſelves. I could hardly have 
thought, had J not ſeen it with my Eyes, that any one 
who pretends to Religion, ſhould be able to write x 
ſuch a rate as this. Had he no more than barely _ 
that 
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xt Anne Thorne was recovered perfe#ly from her Lame- 


ſs by the Witchcraft of this Woman, this tho falſe 
ould yet have been ſomething pardonable. But not 


rripture-Terms, and thereby to draw his Lying Wonders 
to a Parallel with, nay, to give them the Preferenc 
, the Miracles of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf ; This is ſuch 


1 inſolent Piece of Profaneneſs, as he deſerves to be 


nd Mord or two in behalf of thoſe two Gentlemen of the 
ergy, who came in as Evidences againſt this Jane 


te againſt this Witchcraft, as if they were a couple 
f crafry and deſigning Nen, who were willing to im- 


lupport and magnify the Dignity of their Profeſſion. I 
am confident that this Charge has done chem no diſcre- 
it amongſt thoſe who know them; bur I cannot ſay 
how ready ſome may have been from hence, to enter- 
1- tain an ill Opinion of them; and therefore I take this 
x Opportunity of endeavouring to clear them from ſo 
foul an Aſperſion, and of letting the World know that 
they are quite another Sort of Men. If the Reader 
„vill cruſt my Integrity, he cannot reaſonably queſtion 
my Autbority ; for J am perſonally acquainted with them 
both, and know them to be Perſons who make a Cone 
1 ſcience of atteſting ſuch Things as they know to be falſe, 
much more of attempting to take away the Life of any 
whom they think do not juſtly deſerve it. How far 
indeed they themſelves have been impoſed upon, I do 
not ſay ; poſſibly they may have been ſomewhat too 
forward in giving their Aſſent to the Truth of ſome 
Stories, and too haſty in the Concluſions which they have 
drawn from them. But even in this I think they may 
be excuſed ; for the Occurrences were ſo ſeemingly 
{trange, 


nbam. It has been pretended by a late Author, who 


poſe upon the World, and make a ſhow of Wonders, to 


ly to aſſert this and more, but alſo to aſſert it in 


haſtiſed for, rather with a Rod, than with Reaſoning. 


I cannot conclude theſe Papers, without adding 2 
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range, and they ſo nearly concerned in them, tha 
know not whether Wiſer Men than they, had they been 
in their Places, would have diſcharged themſelves he 
ter. It is one Thing to conſider of theſe Matters caln! 
and at à diſtance, and another to have them before wp 
Eyes, and to think of them in the midſt of that hurry 
and ſurprize, which are the neceſſary Attendants d 
| Things of that Nature; and therefore I hope the World 
E will not refuſe to give them the ſame favourable Al. 
# lowances which are in Juſtice due to all Mankind. 


BOC 


= And now having ſaid all that I think to be neceſſary, 
= it is time to diſmiſs my Reader, and to thank him for 
1 the Patience he has allowed me. Ir is very likely that 
N Mr. Bragge's unſatiable Itch after Scribling, joy ned wigh 
b 9 ſome other Proſpect, may put him upon 
to the 2d Part. giving a Reply. If thoſe * important Sub. 
21. jiecti which he ſays he is now engaged in hy 
| Duty and Inclination, ſhould permit him to 
divert his Pen once more this way, he will either give 
a ſolid Anſwer to what I have offered, or he will not. 
If the former, I ſhall have nothing more to ſay; for 
as I profeſſed at my Entrance upon this Subject, that! 
was ready to give up freely, upon juſt and reaſonable Ground; 
of Convittion ; ſo 1 declare my ſelf now to be of the NO 
ſame Mind; and that I am neither ſo much at Leiſure, bil 
nor ſo great a Stranger to Modeſty and Good Breeding, as ſet 
to hold up a Diſpute merely for its own ſake. But if py 
the Latter, I ſhall then have leſs Reaſon to trouble my 
Head any farther with him, ſince theſe Papers will 
then loſe nothing of their Force, and will therefore be 
able at any time to ſpeak for themſelves. 50 
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